
Learning to Look at the Future by Looking at the Past

Dear fellow redeemed, 

Hindsight is always 20/20, or so they say. We can look back and see things more clearly than 
we could at the moment that things were happening in our lives. When I was young, I did not 
know that I was going to become a pastor. After I did enter the Ministry, I could look back and 
see how God had guided me toward that particular vocation and prepared me for it. This is true 
of many things in life. And it is good for us to remember that our heavenly Father is leading 
and guiding us with His providential care. 

This is not to say that we do not have free will to choose our path in life, to choose whom we 
marry, or what career we pursue. It would not be right to blame God for the evil choices or 
decisions that we or others make, or to say that they were somehow part of His will or plan. 
God does not will evil. He does not intentionally harm us or lead us into temptation. But He is 
there with us, helping us, and providing for His children. His ultimate desire is to preserve our 
faith and to lead us finally to our heavenly home. And we can say with certainty and confidence 
what Scripture teaches: “And we know that for those who love God all things work together for 
good, for those who are called according to His purpose.” God does not will evil, but he does 
use the difficulties and challenges that we face for our ultimate good. 

As we move into a new year once again, we have the benefit of spiritual hindsight, if you will. 
We can look to the future by looking to the past. Not that we want to remember the bad things 
that have happened to us necessarily. That would not be pleasant at all! I doubt many people 

want to spend much time reminiscing about all that took place in the year 
2020. But from a Christian perspective, from a spiritual standpoint, we can 
cross the threshold of the new year with trust and confidence when we 
consider God’s works toward us and towards the world in the past. 

This was not a foreign concept to God’s Old Testament saints. They were 
taught to think of God’s future actions in terms of the past. For example, 
the Prophet Isaiah speaks of God’s future redemption using images and 
language from Israel’s past. The Exodus was, of course, the great story of 
God’s deliverance of His people from Egypt. This event stood as the 
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waters of holy baptism, burying us in a watery 
grave with Christ and raising us up with Him to 
live a new life. In the book of Acts the angel says 
when Christ ascends that He will come back in the 
same way they saw Him depart. 

All of this is to say that God has not left us to 
wonder what is going to happen. We may not 
know the details of our immediate future, but we 
can look back and see how God has worked in the 
past, how He saved and rescued His people from 
disaster, how He led them like a shepherd and 
blessed them. And based on that record of faith-
fulness that we see in our same heavenly Father, 
we can be assured that He will continue to guard 
and keep us, to help us and finally to deliver us 
from death itself. God is remarkably consistent in 
His actions towards us. He is not unpredictable or 
capricious, like the false gods of mythology. The 
cross and the empty tomb stand for us not only 
as historical events to be remembered, but as 
patterns for how God will work in our lives to the 
very end. 

Inevitably, the challenges of the previous year or 
years will come to mind. Those memories do not 
just get erased in the new year. The devil may 
seek to use these unpleasant memories and feel-
ings to bring us despair and shame or to make us 
angry toward God. Let them come. Let them rear 
their ugly heads. And as each painful memory 
arises in your hearts and minds, challenge them 
with the words and promises of Scripture and with 
prayer. Challenge them with memories of God’s 
gracious works in Jesus. Read again the accounts 
of His birth in the holy Gospels. Sing a favorite 
hymn or pray a Psalm. Look to the future with 
God’s past and present works in mind. 

In Christ, 
Pastor Beisel
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prototype or pattern for how God would deliver the 
world in the future. It would be a “new Exodus.” 
Isaiah promises Israel that the Lord “will again 
recover the second time with His hand the remnant 
of His people…And there will be a highway from 
Assyria for the remnant of His people who will be 
left, just as there was for Israel in the day that they 
came up out of the land of Egypt” (Isaiah 11:11, 
16). Likewise, Jeremiah foretells Israel’s redemption 
in terms of the Exodus when he writes: “Therefore, 
behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, 
when they shall no longer say, ‘As the Lord lives 
who brought up the people of Israel out of the land 
of Egypt,’ but ‘As the Lord lives who brought up and 
led the offspring of the house of Israel out of the 
north country and out of all the countries where he 
had driven them.’ Then they shall dwell in their own 
land.” 

The prophets taught Israel to look forward by looking 
backward, to have “eyes in the back of their heads,” 
as it were. Is it any wonder, therefore, that Jesus 
refers to His suffering, death, and resurrection which 
He accomplishes at Jerusalem as His “exodus” (Luke 
9:31)? God gave His people a pattern or preview of 
how He would rescue them in the future. And not 
just Israel, but all the world. As St. Paul says, God 
was “in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not 
counting their sins against them.” The concept was 
the same, but the method and the scope were 
different. God’s deliverance of His people would come 
this time not in a grand show of divine power as it 
was in Egypt, but in the humble birth, excruciating 
death, and victorious resurrection of His incarnate 
Son, Jesus Christ. And the scope would include not 
just Israel, but all the world. 

Like the prophets of old, the holy apostles and 
evangelists teach us to look to the future by 
looking to the past. St. Paul says, for example, that 
“if anyone is in Christ he is a new creation.” Creation 
itself becomes a prototype for God’s future 
redemption. God is making all things new. New 
heavens; new earth. He has made us new in the 

God is remarkably consistent  
in His actions toward us. 

He is not unpredictable or capricious,
like the false gods of mythology.

The cross and the empty tomb 
stand for us not only as historical 

events to be remembered, 
but as patterns for how God will work 

in our lives to the very end.
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sunday school news
Thank you to all who helped with our Children’s 
Christmas Service this year. The students 
practiced diligently and were a joy to work with. 
The parents understood the importance of this 
service and not only got their children to practice 
but helped them with their readings. Quite 
honestly, I wasn’t sure that we would be able to 
do a children’s service this year, but we had 100% 
participation of the Sunday school student body. 
Our theme, “The Jesse Tree,” was a reminder 
of God’s perfect plans as we faithfully step into 
2021.

The start of a new Sunday school quarter brings 
a new offering designation. For the rest of the 
school year, half of our Sunday school and adult 
Bible class offerings will be going to Lutheran 
Bible Translators. The name explains what they 
do around the world. You can read all about them 
at www.LBT.org. Our total donation for our past 
charity--Central Lutheran School in eastern 
Iowa-- will be in the bulletin soon.

Making Sunday school a habit for your child 
shows the importance you place on God’s Word. 
Moms and dads who attend Bible class while their 
child is in Sunday school show that importance 
more than any of the words that they speak.

Margaret Wosepka 

SCENIC MANOR: 
Mavis Klein, Dorothy Barhite

HERITAGE: 
Helen Neubauer  
& Muriel Muessigmann

AT HOME IN IOWA FALLS: 
Gary & Sharon Groff, 

OUT OF TOWN: 
Audrey Fleener, 
Box 112, Alden;
Vera Duit, 306 4th St., 
Williams 50271; 
Louise Heller, Graham, TX.; 
Dwight Rogers, 
Veteran’s Home, 
Marshalltown.

please remember 
our homebound  
& shut-in members

resources for home use

https://thewordendures.org/

Treasury of Daily Prayer
(Psalm, Old Testament, New Testament, 
and a Writing following the Church Year)

Luther’s Small Catechism

www.Issues, Etc.

The Fire and the Staff: 
Lutheran Theology in Practice 

by Klemet I. Preus

Hallmarks of Lutheran Identity
by Alvin J. Schmidt

A Summary of Christian Doctrine
by Edward W. A. Koehler

Afraid 
(Demon Possession &  

Spiritual Warfare in America) 
by Robert H. Bennett

Immanuel’s website 
www.immanuellutheraniowafalls.org 

“Media & Resource” page
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Of the Father’s love begotten Ere the worlds began to be, 
He is Alpha and Omega, He the source, the ending He,
Of the things that are, that have been, And that future years shall see 
Evermore and evermore.

Oh, that birth forever blessed, When the virgin, full of grace,
By the Holy ghost conceiving, Bore the Savior of our race.
And the babe, the world’s Redeemer, First revealed His sacred face
Evermore and evermore.

This is He whom seers in old time Chanted of with one accord,
Whom the voices of the prophets Promised in their faithful word.
Now He shines, the long expected; Let creation praise its Lord
Evermore and evermore.

O ye heights of heav’n, adore Him; Angel hosts, His praises sing. 
Pow’rs, dominions, bow before Him And extol our God and King. 
Let no tongue on earth be silent, Ev’ry voice in concert ring
Evermore and evermore.
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God Came in A Body to Feed You Into Life 
Imagine Bethlehem the night our Lord was 
born. God is there. He is recognized by ox and 
donkey, praised by angelic choirs. The stars 
adjust themselves to look down. It looks like 
heaven.

Don’t be fooled. Salvation is 
not in heaven. It is on earth, 
where the Savior was born for 
us earthlings. Heaven is not 
some distant place. It is here, 
on earth. Do not think that 
you must ascent to God, that 
you must conquer heaven by 
violence or works, sneak in, or 
charm the Lord. Unto you is born a Savior, on 
earth, here. He has descended. He has leaped 
down from heaven.

I behold a new and wondrous mystery! My 
ears resound to the shepherd’s song. The 
angels sing. My heart is stirred. A Savior is 
born--unto me!--in Bethlehem, on earth. The 
archangels blend their voices in harmony. The 
cherubim resound their joyful praise. The 
seraphim exalt His glory.

But the Savior is not born unto them, to 
angels and archangels, in heaven. He does not 
come to save angels. He is born--unto me!--
on earth, a Savior.

And unto you. He is born unto 
all of you, to shepherds and 
priests, bankers and police, 
soldiers and salesmen. He is 
born unto the good and bad, 
frequent attenders and once-
a-year-stoppers-by, to the 
faithful and not-so-faithful. 
A Savior is born unto you and 
He is no respector of persons. 
He does not check pedigrees 
or attendance records. He is 
not impressed by the person 
who gives generously. He is not offended by 
the one who gives nothings. He is born unto 
all. He is born unto you.

This is the cause of our holy feast. It is holy 
food for holy people, that is, for you. Do not 
think you are not holy. You are holy for the 
Lord God has declared you holy in His Son. 
The feast this night is nothing less than His 
body and blood given in bread and wine. God 

has a body. God has blood. God 
has a soul. God is a man, born 
unto us, that the hearts of men 
might be glad and free of sin and 
come back to their Creator with-
out shame or terror, but in joy.

The Savior is born unto you in 
Bethlehem, the house of bread, 

on earth. It is no coincidence that He lacked 
a crib and was placed instead into a feeding 
trough. He was born unto you to be bread: 
bread for beasts, bread for wolves, and bread 
for sheep. He comes in His body to feed you 
into life, to slake your thirst, to satisfy your 
soul. He is put into a manger, not only because 
He is rejected by men and there is no room for 
him in Bethlehem’s inns but also because He 
gives Himself to you, as food, on earth.

And if this great cosmic event causes angels 
to sing for joy, how much more should you, 
unto whom the Savior is born, sing and praise 
God’s holy name? The shepherds come to 

gather sheep. So follow them. Be 
gathered. Rejoice and be glad. 
Behold the Godhead on earth, in 
the manger, wrapping Himself in 
your sins as a man, subjecting 
Himself to your death. He is born 
unto you, a Savior.

Do not ask how it is accom-
plished. Do not ask how God can 
be in the manger and in heaven 
at the same time, how He can be 
God and man. You might as well 
as how God can be in heaven and 
be present on all the Christian 

altars of the world in His body and His blood. 
Where God wills, the order of nature is over-
turned. It is His nature, His creation, and He 
turns it as He pleases.

continued on p 5

What we call science
is but a feeble  

attempt to discern 
the laws and rules 
we can observe ... 

but there are things 
we cannot observe 

and there are 
things we mistake.

Don’t be fooled. 
Salvation is not in 

heaven. It is on earth 
where the Savior was 
born for us earthlings.
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What we call science is but a feeble 
attempt to discern the laws and rules we 
can observe. It is most useful and is blessed 
by God, but there are things we cannot 
observe and there are things 
we mistake. In Christ the finite 
holds the infinite: God is a man, 
not as we observe, but as He 
promises. So also do we fail to 
comprehend or observe how it 
is that He is Alpha and Omega, 
without beginning and without 
end.

This is His will, His promise, and 
His grace. He is God. He is man. 
He is born unto you and He is 
your Savior. He had the power 
and the right. He descended. 
He took up your flesh to make 
Himself a sacrifice on your 
behalf. Then He humbled Him-
self, denied Himself the full and 
constant use of His divine rights 
and powers --for a time, as a 
man--so that He might suffer 
in your place and die. All things 
over in obedience to the Lord. 
Even thorns, nails, and spears 
move in obedience to the Lord. 
So also do census takers, 
Roman crosses, and even virgin wombs. It 
is His will to be born unto you, to be your 
Savior on earth. He will to take up flesh, to 
be God and man at the same time without 
compromising either, so it is. A Savior is 
born. Humanity is rescued. Hell is undone. 
You receive a reward you did not earn and 
reap where you did not sow.

You are more blessed than the holy angels. You 
have more cause to sin. Least in the kingdom of 
God, you are greater even than John the unbend-
ing Baptist.

That heavenly scene in Bethlehem will 
not last. The angels only sing there 
once. The ox and donkey go back to 
ox and donkey ways. And then things 
turn quite hellish for Bethlehem. The 
satan Herold vents his rage toward the 
little town. Christ the Lord, the Savior, 
is exiled and chased about the earth 
until hell moves its focus to Galilee, 
and then to Jerusalem, driving pigs off 
cliffs, sowing betrayal into the hearts of 
friends, and crucifying the Son of God, 
on earth. The city of peace becomes 
the city of injustice and idolatry.

But the Savior will not shrink from His 
course on earth. He is not afraid, nor 
is He hesitant. He was born unto you 
for this. They do not take His life from 
Him; He lays it down to have you. He 
was born unto you for this. And out of 
the grave He will spring back to life, a 
man, body and soul, the second person 
of the Godhead, the Deity, the 
Savior, who was born unto you, alive 
out of death, to redeem and save you 
on earth.

Unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.

This is all our hope, all our life, and our salvation. 
Thus do we sing with angelic joy: “Glory be to 
God on high and on earth peace, good will toward 
men.” Jesus is born and Jesus lives.

~ “The Second Sunday in Advent” by David H. Petersen 
in God With Us: Advent, Christmas and Epiphany Sermons,  

Emmanuel Press, 2014; 84-87.
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 1 Joslyn Lubbers 
 2 Madison Warschkow
 Andrew Bartlett
 4 Laura Thies
 5 Kathy Dougan
 9 Jean O’Malia
12 Amy Beisel
14 Michael Beaupain
15 Paul Irwin
19 Alice Herrold
20 Kurt Kasischke
21 Lisette Pieper
 LaVelle Richmann
22 Mike Aldinger
24 Shirley Baumann
29 Muriel Muessignmann
31 Norman Fiddelke

LWML  
Assignments
Altar: Sharon Henson,
Rosie Neubauer
Flowers: Sandi Ites
Coffee: Christy Brinkley

Rebekah Circle 
Thursday, January 7, 1:30
Hostess: Carolyn Eness
Topic: Ann Hansen

No Joy Circle in January

16 Jerry & Jean
 O’Malia
19 Michael & Dixie
 Beaupain

 
Greeters 

(if you’re comfortable)

 3 Steve & Nancy Waggoner
10 Rick & Kathy Silvest
17 Janet Lambertsen
 Marilyn Kinney
24 Dale & Jackie Jass
31 
           

Welcomers
Steve & Sandi Ites

Dennis & Rosie Neubauer

Videotapers 

  3 Scott Wosepka
10 Jon Bartlett
17 Gene Ritland
24 Jaden Bartlett
31 Chris Wieting

Video Showing

 3 Dennis Neubauer
10 Lance Barhite
17 Gordy Lubbers
24 Earl Fey
31  Dennis Neubauer

happy
anniversary!

happy 
birthday!

+

Acolytyes

  3 Theo Beisel 
10 Kyler Patton, acolyte & 
 torchbearer 
 Collin Pieper, torchbearer 
 Ben Hoekstra, crucifer
17 Zach Rodamaker
24 Will Hofmeister
31 Collyn Hofmeister

Elder: Marlyn Hofmeister

LSB 399:1,2, 5

The star proclaims the King is here;  
But, Herod, why this senseless fear? 
For He who offers heav’nly birth 
Seeks not the kingdoms of this earth.

The eastern sages saw from far 
And followed on His guiding star:
And, led by light, to light they trod 
And by their gifts confessed their God.

For this Thy glad epiphany 
All glory, Jesus, be to Thee, 
Whom with the Father we adore, 
And Holy Spirit evermore.


