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“You are the salt of the earth . . . You are the light of the 

world” (Mt. 5:13-16).  One way to be salty and let our light 

shine is by being good citizens on earth. Our vocation as 

citizens of both the secular kingdom and God’s kingdom 

gives us the responsibility to proclaim God’s Word and care 

for our neighbors.  We are called to engage the “public 

square” with our message of Christ’s mercy for all.  Please 

pray for God’s will to be done… in Jesus’ name.   

Coronavirus Response Reveals 

Character of Governments 

Jonathan Imbody is the VP for Government 

Relations with the Christian Medical and Dental 

Association (CMDA). He directs the Washington 

office of the Christian Medical Association and 

meets regularly with Congressional leaders and 

government officials. In considering the 

government’s response to COVID-19, Imbody 

quotes American novelist James Lane Allen: 

“Adversity does not build character; it reveals it.” 

It is important, writes Imbody, that we consider 

the global response to Coronavirus and its impact 

on religious practices and religious freedom. We 

know that China and Iran, for example, 

demonstrate contempt of religious minorities. 

Imbody explains that human rights advocates are 

concerned that COVID-19 will exacerbate ongoing 

religious freedom violations.  

Why should Christians in the United States care 

about the persecution of people (Christian or non-

Christian) in other countries? Because freedom is 

from God, and we do well to protect religious 

freedom for all. Imbody quotes Luke Goodrich, an 

attorney with the Becket Fund for Religious Liberty 

and the author of Free to Believe: “This 

understanding is also consistent with how God 

created us and interacts with us. God never forces 

anyone to love Him, because forced love is not 

love at all. And if God doesn’t force anyone to love 

Him, how much less should the government try to 

do so? … [W]hen the government needlessly 

interferes in our relationship with God, it is 

committing an injustice in two respects. First, it’s 

exceeding its God-given realm of authority and 

attempting to exercise authority that belongs to 

God alone. Second, it’s taking away . . . an 

opportunity to respond freely (even if erroneously) 

to God.” Christians in America should care, writes 

Imbody, “because the United States can also lose 

religious freedom. The record of other countries 

and history provide us with a roadmap of how 

religious freedom can be advanced or restricted.” 

Imbody offers the contrast of the French 

Revolution and the American Revolution. “In 

France, radical secularists guillotined clergy during 

a merciless purge of religion. China and Iran 

demonstrate a similar anti-religious, totalitarian 

character today.” But, “after the revolution in 

America—a country settled by persecuted religious 

groups—our founders enshrined religious freedom 

in our Constitution. Though imperfectly 

implemented through the years, this protection has 

produced a freedom and prosperity previously 

unknown in history.” 

However, continues Imbody, “today we face 

increasing onslaughts in the United States against 

our historic religious freedom—typically under the 

guise of eradicating discrimination.” But, in fact, 

“government assaults and coercion have been 

overwhelmingly against persons of faith, who 

simply decline to comply with demands that 

compromise their most deeply held convictions.” 

Imbody offers the examples of Little Sisters of the 

Poor, Hosanna-Tabor Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

cake artist Jack Phillips, and flower shop owner 

Barronelle Stutzman. 

“Full blown government persecution can begin,” 

writes Imbody, “with … a gradual erosion of 

religious freedoms. Government incursion into our 

fundamental freedoms will never advertise itself as 

a path to persecution. These incursions will always 

be perpetrated under the guise of something that 

sounds good—like preventing discrimination, 

ensuring ‘reproductive freedom’ or protecting 

health.” [“Coronavirus Response Reveals Character of 

Governments,” Jonathan Imbody, 4-2-20, cmda.org] 

How can we respond? Imbody encourages us to 

“pray and work to prevent the literal virus we now 

face from serving as an international transmitter of 

government coercion.” He asks us to pray 
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specifically for “Sam Brownback, Ambassador at 

Large For International Religious Freedom; Tony 

Perkins, chair, U.S. Commission on International 

Religious Freedom; Mike Pompeo, U.S. Secretary 

of State; and Roger Severino, Director, Office for 

Civil Rights, U.S. Department of Health and Human 

Services.” Read Free to Believe by Luke Goodrich. 

Learn more about the pro-life work of cmda.org.  

Please pray that God preserve our freedom to 

believe… in Jesus’ name. 

Personal Liberty, Vaccine Certificates 

& Population Control 

 

Microsoft founder Bill Gates has speculated that 

“eventually we will have some digital certificates to 

show who has recovered [from COVID-19], or 

been tested recently or, when we have a vaccine, 

who has received it.” In response to this, Attorney 

General William Barr said he was “very concerned 

about the slippery slope in terms of continuing 

encroachments [i.e. tracking people] on personal 

liberty.” An article in Scientific American (12-19) 

explains that the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 

funded Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

research that suggested embedding vaccine 

records “directly into the skin” of children. “Along 

with the vaccine, a child would be injected with a 

bit of dye that is invisible to the naked eye but 

easily seen with a special cell-phone filter, 

combined with an app that shines near-infrared 

light onto the skin. The dye would be expected to 

last up to five years, according to tests on pigs and 

rat skin and human skin in a dish.” Should a 

coronavirus vaccine become mandatory, some 

parents worry that parental or religious objections 

might be overridden. And there is this. Children of 

God for Life is calling out Janssen Pharmaceutical 

[Johnson & Johnson] for using aborted fetal cells to 

develop COVID-19 vaccines. 

The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation has invested 

billions of dollars in vaccines. This raises another 

concern. Bill Gates has spoken about the role 

played by vaccines in reducing the world’s 

population. At a 2010 TED (Technology, 

Entertainment, Design) Conference, Gates said, 

“Now if we do a really great job on new vaccines, 

health care, reproductive health services, we lower 

[the population] by perhaps 10 or 15 percent.” 

Gates explained why he funds “reproductive 

issues” during a PBS interview with Bill Moyers (5-

9-03), “When I was growing up, my parents were 

always involved in various volunteer things. My 

dad was head of Planned Parenthood. It was 

controversial to be involved with that. And so, it’s 

fascinating. At the dinner table my parents [were] 

very good at sharing the things that they were 

doing. And almost treating us like adults, talking 

about that.”  

Gates claims he sees beyond the overpopulation 

theories of Thomas Malthus who spoke of “useless 

eaters,” because he sees the impact of 

“reproductive health” education and the progress 

with “family planning.” When we improve health 

and education, Gates claims, population decreases 

as parents decide to have less children.  [Sources: 

“AG Barr very concerned,” LifeSiteNews, 4-9-20; 

“Another Pharmaceutical Company—Johnson & Johnson 

Using Aborted Fetal Cells,” cogforlife.org, 3-31-20; 

“Population Control: Bill Gates’ Father,” Physicians for 

Life, 5-9-03.] 

How can we respond? At the family dinner table, 

contrast the fearful ideologies of the world with 

God’s promises for life through marriage and 

procreation of children. Engage the culture at the 

very point of conflict by being equipped with God’s 

Word, the Catechism, and lessons from history. 

Please pray that we turn from fear to courageous 

defense of human life… in Jesus’ name. 

The Essential Work of Pregnancy Centers 

Because COVID-19 has stopped the non-essential 

killing of babies at many abortion clinics, pro-life 

pregnancy centers across the U.S. have reported 

an increase in calls. The reasons given by callers 

who seek an abortion hasn’t changed. “The crisis is 

not the pregnancy,” says Jeanette Harvey of Hope 

Clinic in Beaumont, TX. “The crisis is something 

else in their life that makes them think they 

shouldn’t be pregnant right now. Our goal is to 

figure out what the real crisis is and help them to 

resolve that.” [Source: World, wng.org, 4-13-20] 

Please pray that hearts of fathers and mothers 

turn toward their children… in Jesus’ name. 



  Human Care & Public Square Issues – April 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 


