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“You are the salt of the earth . . . You are the light of the 

world” (Mt. 5:13-16).  One way to be salty and let our light 

shine is by being good citizens on earth. Our vocation as 

citizens of both the secular kingdom and God’s kingdom 

gives us the responsibility to proclaim God’s Word and care 

for our neighbors.  We are called to engage the “public 

square” with our message of Christ’s mercy for all.  Please 

pray for God’s will to be done… in Jesus’ name.   

The Equality Act & Do No Harm Act 

The Equality Act, writes Kenneth Craycraft, “would 

amend the Civil Rights Act to forbid discrimination 

on the basis of sexual orientation and gender 

identity, but it would also fulfill the abortion 

industry’s long-fought desire to establish abortion 

as ‘health care’ officially and legally by outlawing 

‘pregnancy discrimination.’ It requires that access 

to ‘treatment’ for pregnancy must not be any 

different from access to any other kind of health 

care treatment for any other ‘physical condition.’ 

But this is all code language for implementation of 

a vigorous national policy of abortion on demand 

for any or no reason.” Craycraft continues: “By 

making abortion health care and declaring that no 

person shall be discriminated against in access to 

such care, the Equality Act would make opposing 

abortion access morally equivalent to opposing 

dialysis, chemotherapy, stitching a wound, or 

setting a fractured arm.” There is more.  

“The Equality Act would also outlaw certain kinds 

of psychological or psychiatric treatment, including 

any treatment for gender dysphoria that does not 

conform chapter and verse to extreme gender-

identity ideology. Gender ‘confirmation’ hormone 

therapy and mutilating surgery will also be 

protected ‘health care,’ under the same analysis as 

abortion above. And the Act would force schools 

and athletic conference to allow biological males to 

compete against biological females in athletic 

competitions. On the first day of his presidency, 

Biden issued an executive order instructing all 

applicable administrative agencies to enforce just 

such an agenda.” 

The Equality Act would trump the Religious 

Freedom Restoration Act (RFRA). “Whatever crumb 

of religious liberty that might be left after 

enactment of the Equality Act would likely be 

swept up by the Do No Harm Act, a more 

comprehensive bill that would effectively render 

RFRA null and void.” As a senator, Kamala Harris 

sponsored the Do No Harm Act, the purpose of 

which is essentially to remove the protections that 

RFRA provides religious believers. Cake artist Jack 

Phillips sought protection under RFRA so that he 

would not have to “participate in, and thus 

endorse, morally objectionable speech and rituals.” 

Under the Do No Harm Act, business owners like 

Phillips would be forced to endorse “or even to 

participate in—same-sex weddings or other events 

to which they have religious objections, lest they 

cause ‘dignity harm’ to potential customers.” 

(Excerpted from “What to Know About the Equality Act” 

in First Things, 1-25-21.) 

What can we do? Recognize the sobering effect 

that the Equality and Do No Harm Acts will have on 

Christian churches, schools, adoption agencies, 

and business owners. Because President Biden, 

V.P. Harris, and HHS secretary Becerra stand 

ready to enforce such religiously discriminatory 

laws, respectfully ask your representatives and 

senators to vote against these bills. Ask 

congregational members to do the same. 

Please pray that God have mercy on the Body of 

Christ living in this nation… in Jesus’ name. 

Education in America’s Heartland: Pre-K 

Through Grade 12  

Children in the Ames Community School District of 

Iowa from preschool through high school were led 

through a Black Lives Matter (BLM) “week of 

action” February 1-5. According to the school 

district’s website, the week was laid out as follows: 

Monday: students will learn about “restorative 

justice, empathy, and loving engagement;” 

Tuesday: “diversity and globalism;” Wednesday: 

lessons will focus on “transgender, queer affirming, 

and collective value” with readings from Red (A 

Crayon’s Story) and Julian is a Mermaid; Thursday: 

topics will be “intergenerational” spaces “free from 

ageism,” “black families” free from “patriarchal 
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practices,” and “black villages” and “the disruption 

of the Western nuclear family;” Friday: lessons on 

“centering black women and femmes, complete 

with a “I Love Myself Affirmation chant.” (Source: 

www.toddstarnes.com, 1-27-21.) 

What can we do? Be alert to curricula, classroom 

study, and weeks of “action” or special events in 

your child’s school. Learn what you can about BLM 

co-founder Patrisse Cullors who describes herself 

as a “trained Marxist” (New York Post); promotes 

women, queer, and transgender; and practices the 

spiritism of calling upon the dead. Become familiar 

with President Biden’s executive order demanding 

that all publicly funded institutions transgender all 

sex-based activities and facilities. Read “10 Steps 

for Resisting Joe Biden’s Order to Transgender 

Public Schools” by Joy Pullman in The Federalist, 2-

9-21. Find out if your child’s school teaches history 

according to the 1619 Project (premise: the USA 

was founded on slavery). Download the 1776 

Report written by the Advisory 1776 Commission 

of President Trump from the website of Hillsdale 

College www.info.hillsdale.edu/1776-commission. 

Please pray that fathers and mothers help their 

children resist the culture… in Jesus’ name. 

Right to Speak, and to Disagree   

[From a Letter-to-the Editor] “Whoever would 

overthrow the liberty of a nation,” said Benjamin 

Franklin, “must begin by subduing the freeness of 

speech.” Franklin also said, “Without freedom of 

thought, there can be no such thing as wisdom; 

and no such thing as public liberty, without 

freedom of speech.” 

With freedom of speech comes the freedom to 

disagree. This is foundational to a thriving republic.  

A bright light shines for all when one person can 

speak thoughts and ideas in the public square 

(through a letter-to-the-editor or social media) and 

another person can exercise the right to kindly 

disagree. 

It is good to have freedom of thought and speech 

in religion, but also science and history. 

Two scientific thoughts may oppose one another; 

nevertheless, it is good to allow both thoughts to 

be heard and debated. For example, when 

discussing Covid-19 masking, lockdowns, and 

treatment, American citizens should be able to 

hear the scientific conclusions of the Centers for 

Disease Control (CDC) and World Health 

Organization (WHO), but also the Association of 

American Physicians and Surgeons (AAPS) and 

America’s Frontline Doctors. 

Two perspectives of history may oppose one 

another; nevertheless, it is good to allow both to 

be heard and debated. American history is replete 

with mistakes, contradictions, and wrongs because 

we are people affected by our sinful nature. I am 

appalled by certain events in American history. But 

because they really happened, I believe we ought 

to know about them, learn from them, and be free 

to agree or disagree with them. 

If you are a fan of The Waltons you might 

remember the episode when John Boy took a stand 

against the neighborhood “book burning” of Mein 

Kampf. He did not support Hitler’s way of thinking, 

but he did support freedom of thought and speech. 

Perhaps Jon Boy believed, like I do, that by 

knowing history we can learn how not to repeat 

atrocities of the past.  

The American way—guaranteed by The 

Constitution and Bill of Rights—is freedom of 

thought, reasonable expression, and neighborly 

debate. People have fled the “thought police” of 

communist countries to become U.S. citizens who 

enjoy freedom of speech.  

It is my prayer that we will desire free speech, 

welcome debate between those who agree or 

disagree, and preserve such liberty for our children 

and grandchildren. (LTE by Linda Bartlett, published in the Iowa 

Falls Times-Citizen 1-27-21) 

What can we do? Use this LTE as a sample and 

write a letter of your own to your local newspaper. 

Encourage dialogue in your family, among 

neighbors, co-workers, and members of your 

congregation. When you share information and 

resources with someone who disagrees with you, 

practice patience, kindness, and self-control.  

Please pray for the courage to speak and also to 

listen… in Jesus’ name. 

http://www.toddstarnes.com/
http://www.info.hillsdale.edu/1776-commission
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