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“You are the salt of the earth . . . You are the light of the 

world” (Mt. 5:13-16).  One way to be salty and let our light 

shine is by being good citizens on earth. Our vocation as 

citizens of both the secular kingdom and God’s kingdom 

gives us the responsibility to proclaim God’s Word and care 

for our neighbors.  We are called to engage the “public 

square” with our message of Christ’s mercy for all.  Please 

pray for God’s will to be done… in Jesus’ name.   

The Christian, the Vote,  

and God’s Commandments   

The Christian, living in a foreign and alien land, is 

engaged in life and death political and cultural 

battles. The question is, do Christians still believe 

that the Judeo-Christian culture rooted in the Ten 

Commandments is worth defending? 

If so, how will God’s Commandments affect our 

vote? 

In the First Commandment, God tells us: “You 

shall have no other gods before Me.” Will we 

choose to vote for a presidential candidate that 

supports the god of personal autonomy who 

“determines for myself who I am and how I want 

to live?” 

In the Fifth Commandment, God tells us: “You 

shall not murder.” Every day in the U.S., 3,000 

children are killed in the wombs of their mothers. 

These children are known and loved by God. Their 

hearts beat, and we see them via ultrasound. Will 

we choose to vote for a candidate that supports 

abortion right up to the moment of birth? 

In the Sixth Commandment, God tells us: “You 

shall not commit adultery.” In both Old and New 

Testaments, God is specific about the marital union 

of one man and one woman. Jesus says, “Have 

you not read that he who created them from the 

beginning made them male and female, and said, 

‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his 

mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall 

become one flesh’” (Matt. 19:4-5). Will we choose 

to vote for a candidate who is silent on 

fatherlessness and the breakdown of the family, 

but supports homosexual behavior, same-sex 

“marriage,” children raised by two dads or two 

moms, and hormone treatment and mutilating 

surgery even though it’s biologically impossible for 

a boy to become a girl or a girl to become a boy? 

In the Eighth Commandment, God tells us: “You 

shall not give false testimony against your 

neighbor.” Will we choose to vote for a candidate 

who affirms organizations and politicians that 

slander and sue Jack Phillips, Baronelle Stutzman, 

Jon and Elaine Huguenin, Robert and Cynthia 

Giffords, and other Christian individuals and 

businesses? (Letter-to-the-editor by Linda Bartlett,  

pre- Iowa Caucus, Iowa Falls Times Citizen, 1-15-20.) 

How can we respond? The perfect presidential 

candidate does not exist. Nevertheless, we need to 

ask: Which candidate appears to “fear and love 

God” by defending His creation of male and 

female, marriage between one man and one 

woman, and the life of every boy and girl from the 

moment of conception? It matters now… and for 

generations to come. 

Please pray for the Church to be faithful and 

influence society… in Jesus’ name. 

Personal Autonomy & Assisted Suicide 

When we believe that we have the right to live 

according to our own desires, then it quickly 

follows that we can die according to our own 

desires. The god of personal autonomy grasps for 

control of our lives by denying God’s authority, 

goodness and mercy for our lives.   

Assisted suicide, now legal in ten states or 

jurisdictions, is presented as a compassionate way 

to free people from extreme pain. But most people 

requesting physician-assisted suicide seem to do 

so because they think they have “lost dignity,” 

have become “depressed” and “feel lonely,” or 

“don’t want to be a burden to others.” In times of 

vulnerability, the deceiver and enemy of life 

tempts us to think that ending our life is “good” 

and “right.”   
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How can we respond? By providing the “why” of 

living, we can help others find the “how.” The 

“why” of life flows from the God who gives us “life 

and breath and everything” (Acts 17:25). The 

“why” flows from our identity as beloved children 

of God. No matter the circumstances of life, we are 

beautiful vessels in the hands of God our Father 

and Redeemer. We can help ourselves and others 

see that we witness hope in Christ not only when 

we have our health and youth, but even in our 

dying. The “how,” writes Canadian psychiatrist 

Harvey Max Chochinov, is “dignity therapy.” With 

our attitude of respect, kindness, cards and letters, 

bedside conversations, touch, and prayers we can 

help a loved one overcome hopelessness. In 

bringing children to spend time with a loved one 

who is dying we communicate the generational 

importance of passing on a legacy of life rather 

than the despair of assisted death. With the use of 

“dignity therapy” we, like Dr. Chochinov, will see a 

heightened sense of dignity, purpose, and meaning 

for life even while waiting for God to call us home. 

(Source: “If you have the ‘why’ of living, you can find the 

‘how” by Margaret Somerville, MercatorNet, 6-6-17.) 

Please pray that the Church resist the deception 

of euthanasia… in Jesus’ name. 

We Cannot Lie about Reality 

Jesus calls Satan “a murderer from the beginning, 

and has nothing to do with the truth, because 

there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks 

out of his own character, for he is a liar and the 

father of lies” (John 8:44). Anthony Esolen directs 

us to the “primal lie” uttered by the serpent so that 

“death might be brought into the world: ‘You shall 

not die. For God knows that in the day you eat of it 

your eyes shall be opened, and you shall be as 

gods, knowing good and evil’ (Gen. 3:4-5).” 

Was Daniel a fool for praying to God even though 

he was forbidden to do so (Dan. 5:10)? Were his 

three companions fools for refusing to fall before 

Nebuchadnezzar’s idol (3:12)? “So we must 

conclude,” writes Esolen, “when Christians give 

way on the one petty trespass of our time, saying 

that they are not really lying, but only speaking as 

they must so that they will continue in relationship 

with those they want to bring to Christ.” 

Esolen explains that he tells no lie when he calls 

people by their names. “But if I call a man a 

woman or a woman a man . . . I do tell a lie [and it 

doesn’t] matter if I am not the lie’s originator . . . 

We are talking about a lie about created reality 

itself, uttered when no one is pointing a gun at 

your head, or threatening you with a den of lions.” 

He continues, “A man is not a woman and can 

never become a woman. A woman is not a man 

and can never became a man. What an offense it 

is against the beauty showered upon us by the 

Creator who made us male and female in the 

beginning, to mutilate the body and mar the face, 

all in the vain pretense that we can do the 

impossible! There is no such thing as a ‘trans-man’ 

or a ‘trans-woman.’ There are only men or women 

pretending to be what they are not and insisting 

that others participate in the pretense or delusion.” 

Esolen says, “It is no small thing we insist upon 

here. The whole creation hangs in the balance. 

Saint Paul tells us that the invisible God is in part 

known by the visible things he has created. But 

men and women now claim the right to uncreate. 

‘This at last is bone of my bone and flesh of my 

flesh,’ says Adam when he first beholds Eve (Gen. 

2:23). The sexual madness of our time would 

choke Adam’s words in his mouth. The marriage of 

man and woman is an image of Christ’s union with 

his bride the Church (Eph. 5:32; Rev. 21:2), and 

that is meant as no mere poetry. The madness of 

our time would reduce the Bible’s most exalted 

revelation of the nature of the divine image in man 

and of the union of God with man to a figure of 

speech. (Excerpted from “Forbidden Lies,” an 

editorial by Anthony Esolen.) 

How can we respond? We need to realize that 

speaking the truth about male and female is not 

optional for the Christian. We should “never make 

light of the lie” because “the lie gnaws at the soul, 

hollowing it out.” We can prepare ourselves for 

discussion by learning why the American College of 

Pediatricians warns that gender ideology harms 

children. We can read Love Thy Body by Nancy R. 

Pearcey and the story of Walt Heyer in Gender, 

Lies, and Suicide. 

Please pray for Christian parents and their 

children who resist the lies… in Jesus’ name. 
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