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“You are the salt of the earth . . . You are the light of the 

world” (Mt. 5:13-16).  One way to be salty and let our light 

shine is by being good citizens on earth. Our vocation as 

citizens of both the secular kingdom and God’s kingdom 

gives us the responsibility to proclaim God’s Word and care 

for our neighbors.  We are called to engage the “public 

square” with our message of Christ’s mercy for all.  Please 

pray for God’s will to be done… in Jesus’ name.   

IN THE WAKE OF COVID-19: 

QUESTIONS FROM ITALY FOR 

CHRISTIANS IN AMERICA  

“The whole of Italy,” writes Dr. Chiara Bertoglio, 

“is now practically in quarantine. The COVID-19 

infection has spread very quickly . . . leaving 

untouched virtually no zone of the Peninsula.” Dr. 

Bertoglio, a musician and theologian, writes from a 

country where “intensive care units are already 

applying the triage rule to their potential patients, 

giving privileged access to those who are most 

likely to survive (for their age and general health 

conditions).” 

She explains that a “large part of our population is 

over 65 . . . many of them are in good health.” 

However, COVID-19 combined with one or two 

health issues “may become lethal.” Nevertheless, 

“these elderly people have families, have stories, 

have dreams (yes, many elderly people still have 

beautiful dreams for their years to come), and it is 

really frightening to think that they may be ‘left 

behind’ if the trend continues.” 

Dr. Bertoglio notes that “most Italians are 

attempting to protect elderly family members by 

avoiding physical contact and social occasions.” 

She explains, "In my own home, where I live with 

my 80-year-old parents, I take meals at a separate 

table, and force myself not to hug them even 

though I can see that they particularly need some 

kind of physical expression of tenderness right 

now. Sometimes I even become harsh with them, 

when they inadvertently forget to respect some of 

the rules we have been given, and which are not 

always easy to learn when you've done things 

differently for your whole life. (For example, it is 

rather difficult never to touch your eyes!) 

"Churches are closed, of course, even on Sundays. 

It is particularly painful as we really need help 

from above, for stopping the infection but also 

giving us strength for facing it. And many are 

wondering what will be left after the epidemic is 

over. Economic consequences are predictably 

worrisome; we don't know how many people will 

be affected, suffer and even die of this virus; and 

how we'll have to re-learn not to avoid the 'other', 

not to walk away when you see another person on 

the same pavement, not to restrain ourselves in 

our manifestations of affection. 

"We are worried for the many elderly people who 

live alone; one of my friends, for example, is an 

elderly widower whose only contact with the 

outside world was daily Mass; what is he doing 

now? I phoned him today, and he seemed 

reasonably cheerful, but how will he feel in a 

fortnight's time?" 

Dr. Bertoglio asks questions that we, too, are 

compelled to think about: "Will this experience 

help us to think about the true meaning of life, of 

love, of prayer? Some of us may die of COVID:19; 

how do we think about this? What does love mean: 

to care for the others? To have them with us? To 

protect them even when this means being cold 

toward them? What is prayer? Why is it so difficult 

to pray when there is no community with whom to 

pray? What are we praying for? Are we thinking of 

the afterlife?" 

Then Dr. Bertoglio turns her attention toward the 

younger generation to observe: "Among those who 

disregard the safety rules we've been given are 

teenagers and young people, who are enjoying an 

unforeseen and long school holiday, and who 

spend their time together, crowding the bars and 

walking in a bunch in the fashionable streets. “Why 

are they doing this” in spite of warnings? 

"When you're twenty it is normal, of course, to 

think you're immortal; but have we taught them to 

care for others, not just for themselves? Have we 

spoken about responsibility, have we encouraged 

them to be, at least minimally, 'heroic'? Have we 

educated our young men and women, or are they 

simply a mass of overgrown babes who only care 

for their immediate needs?" 
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These, writes Dr. Bertoglio, "are just a few of the 

questions that can torment us after yet another 

day of worries and loneliness. But today it was 

such a fine day that I could not help thinking that 

the trees in blossom were as beautiful as last year 

or the year before; they bloom in spite of 

everything, and they rejoice for being alive. As we 

all do." (Excerpts from “Being old in a time of 

coronavirus,” Mercatornet.com, March 11, 2020.) 

How can we respond? We can remember that 

we live in a fallen world groaning under the weight 

of sin. Sickness and plagues are not new. We can 

think of Martin and Katie Luther who, during the 

bubonic plague, took infected people into their 

home to be cared for even at risk to themselves. 

Read “A Christian Attitude in Times of Widespread 

Sickness and Rumors of Death” by Rev. Brian 

Flamme who reminds us, “No virus, stock market 

crash, or panicked media reactions can rob 

Christians of their hope that Jesus will give his 

victory and dominion over sin and death to all 

who believe in him (Romans 8:37). For those 

who have been baptized into God’s name, He 

has promised resurrection and eternal life. This 

Word of promise will not fail. God is faithful.” 

(www.immanuelroswell.org/bible-studies-and-

articles/)   

Please pray that the Holy Spirit draw us closer to 

God in these times of testing… in Jesus’ name. 

The Nuclear Family & the Church Family 

 

Some say the nuclear family is “a mistake” and we 

need a “new structure.” But God instituted the 

nuclear family. “The nuclear family structure,” 

writes Andrew Walker, “is not only programmed 

into the universe by our Creator—dad and mom in 

marriage raising their biological children is the 

most natural and fundamental human relationship 

there is—it is also woven into God’s revelation to 

us in the gospel of Christ. And God is not going to 

let marriage, the very picture of Christ and the 

church on earth, fail to picture that gospel 

(Ephesians 5:32). And as long as you have 

marriage, you have a de facto nuclear family that 

is God’s design for raising the next generation.” 

There is another family. Some call it the “forged” 

family, which, explains Walker, means it has been 

“refined, purified, and tested by trial.” There is the 

universal Church, the Body of Christ, that has 

certainly been tried and tested. But there is also 

the local church, or congregation. Walker defines 

the “local church” as “the supposedly declining, 

not-worth-imitating, and discardable institution 

that almost everyone can find something to 

complain about . . ..” But, continues Walker, “the 

model of church-as-forged-family cannot be the 

province of only married families . . . [it is] called 

to be the forged family for the unmarried, for 

single parents, and for the fatherless. It is there 

that the fatherless can find a fatherly example. For 

the person desiring family life, open seats at the 

married family table provide a glimpse into the 

beautiful chaos of raising children. And it is in the 

church that young marrieds can learn from older 

married couples . . . It’s why faith and healthy 

marriage go together.” 

Walker explains that the “New Testament depicts 

the local church in familial terms.” Christians are 

not described in the New Testament as colleagues, 

and “I would venture that the New Testament 

model is far more than ‘neighborliness” . . . We are 

brothers and sisters. While Jesus did not dispense 

with the foundations of the biological family 

(Matthew 19:4-6), Jesus made it clear that a new 

family is forged in their quest to follow after him 

(Mark 3:31-35). Members of a church are to care 

and look after one another in patient, long-

suffering love (Galatians 6:10; Ephesians 4:2). We 

are ‘members of the household of God’ who are 

‘being joined together’ (Ephesians 2:19-22). 

(Sources: “Is the nuclear family a mistake,” 

www.cbmw.org, 3-5-20, and “The Church as Forged 

Family: A Reply to David Brooks, Institute for Family 

Studies, 2-19-20. Andrew Walker is Associate Professor 

of Christian Ethics, Southern Baptist Theological Sem.) 

How can we respond? We are called to believe 

that God called husband and wife to multiply and 

exercise dominion over the earth. We can trust 

that “the Genesis portrait of marriage is one of 

culture-formation, not just home-formation.” We 

can encourage our church family to welcome the 

single, widowed, and fatherless who believe on the 

Lord Jesus Christ, so that they, too, might 

experience the fatherhood of God.   

Please pray for families—both nuclear families 

and church families… in Jesus’ name. 

http://www.immanuelroswell.org/bible-studies-and-articles/
http://www.immanuelroswell.org/bible-studies-and-articles/
http://www.cbmw.org/
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