
Technology in the Age of Covid-19: 
Bane or Blessing?

Dear saints, 

Can you believe it has been six months since the Governor’s mandate limited public gatherings 
to 10 people or less?  During this time and throughout the summer we have experimented with 
different methods for broadcasting services so that those who were not comfortable attending 
one of our small services could still watch and listen to the sermon. It hasn’t always worked 
well, but for the most part we have been able to use the technology available to us to bring 
God’s Word to those at home. 

I wonder, though, what the long-term effects of this use of technology might be? Created 
blessings such as technology can either be a blessing or a curse, depending on the purpose for 
which they are used. Most of our faithful folks would most certainly rather be gathering with 
their fellow believers on Sundays to hear God’s Word and receive the Lord’s Supper. Many feel 
torn between being safe and trusting the Lord. They see statistics on the news and hear warn-
ings by health officials and medical personnel and believe they are doing the right thing by not 
attending public worship. 

This is certainly okay for a time. God’s Word can sustain us even when we are not able to 
gather with our fellow Christians. However, the unchecked use of technology and live-streaming 
of services can, if we are not careful, lead to some unintended consequences. Here are three: 

1. Virtual Church Shopping

In the world of social media and YouTube, there are countless available 
worship services from other churches and pastors online. If one is 
using these to supplement their regular diet of God’s Word received from 
their called shepherd, this is just fine. It becomes a problem, however, if 
one is continually seeking the food of God’s Word from other shepherds 
and churches in place of the one who has been given to them. We may be 
tempted to think that the “grass is greener on the other side.” During this 
extraordinary time, we would do well to think on the blessings that God has 
given us in our own church family and pastor. 
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death in people that many are afraid even to leave 
their houses, except to go to the doctor or the 
grocery store. While we are not free to throw 
caution to the wind, hoping that God will swoop in 
and rescue us, God’s Word does encourage us to 
live without fear and anxiety and instead, to put 
our faith in the Lord who is merciful and gracious. 

We pray that the threat of Covid-19 will soon pass. 
But we also know that in this fallen world, there 
will always be threats to our physical, mental, and 
spiritual well-being. My prayer is that our people 
will not grow too comfortable with the ease and 
convenience of home viewing of the Divine Service 
and decide that they are better off not coming. 
Remember the admonition of the holy writer, 
“…not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit 
of some, but encouraging one another, and all the 
more as you see the Day drawing near.” (Hebrews 
10:25). 

We are thankful to God that beginning in June we 
could again worship on Sunday mornings as a 
congregation without limitation of size. We miss 
those who still think it best to remain apart from 
their fellow members but pray for the day when 
most of us will be reunited in receiving the Lord’s 
gifts and responding with thanksgiving. 

If you have any questions or concerns about how 
we as a congregation are responding to the 
challenges before us, please voice these concerns 
to me or to one of the elders. We will do our best 
to respond in a Christian and God-pleasing way as 
we also do our best to assist you in your walk with 
Christ. 

May our gracious God and Father, who raised Jesus 
from the dead, grant us peaceful hearts and minds 
in Christ Jesus. 

Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Beisel
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2. Neglect of the Sacrament

Online worship from home is great…except that 
it is not the full blessing that our Lord desires for 
us. The thing about the Lord’s Supper is that one 
needs to actually be present to receive its benefits. 
It offers us no benefits just to watch others 
partake. It is the Lord’s will that we receive His 
body and blood for the forgiveness of our sins. 
We need to be careful that in our efforts to be safe 
and responsible we do not thereby neglect the 
Lord’s Supper. There are ways to administer it 
outside of the public gathering of the church that 
are both safe and responsible. I encourage and 
invite our higher-risk members to schedule a time 
to receive the Lord’s Supper either privately at 
home or at the church away from the crowds. 

3. A wrong view of worship

One of the big differences between being present 
in the house of God for public worship and watch-
ing it from home is that when you watch a service 
on the computer or tablet, it is more like you are 
a spectator than an active participant. Worship is 
not merely a spectator event but a time when the 
people of God are actively participating in the 
receiving of the Lord’s gifts and responding in 
unity with prayer, praise, and thanksgiving. For 
those who are watching from home, I encourage 
you to make use of your hymnal, join in the 
responses and hymns and, if you are able, stand 
and sit as you would if you were in the Lord’s 
house on Sunday. 

To these words of caution, I would add a word of 
promise and encouragement. God’s Word tells us 
that our Lord has conquered death and won the 
victory. He has taken away our sins and given us 
the hope and promise of eternal life with Him. We 
know that when we die—whether that be from 
natural causes, from a car accident, or Covid-19—
God is still with us. And our souls will be safe and 
secure in the arms of Jesus. The current pandemic 
has created and instilled such a fear of sickness and 

o christ, who shared our mortal life
and ended death’s long reign,

who healed the sick and raised the dead
and bore our grief and pain:

we know our years on earth are few,
that death is always near.

come now to us, o lord of Life;
bring hope that conquers fear.

LSB 552:1
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sunday school news
Rally Day was so much fun...
and now our fall Sunday school has begun!

It was super to see all those smiling faces in the 
pews for Sunday school opening on September 
13. We had almost 100% attendence in every 
class! Rebecca Nelson is our newest and youngest 
student. Welcome Rebecca!

It was great to see so many in Adult Bible Class, 
too. What an excellent example you are to your 
children when you stay and study God’s Word, 
too.

The Board of Education served about 80 people 
for lunch and raised $608 for our new church 
furnances. The weather was perfect for eating 
outside. Later, the children and youth enjoyed 
outdoor activities.

Immanuel’s Sunday school has collected $313 in 
offerings that will be sent to Lutheran Family 
Service of Iowa. That is half of our offering from 
this summer and last school year.

Our Fall Quarter offering will go to 
Central Lutheran School in Newhall, 
IA., which received significant 
damage from the Derecho storm 
in August.

See you in Sunday school!

Superintendent,                                  
Margaret Wosepka
                            

SCENIC MANOR: 
Mavis Klein, Dorothy Barhite

HERITAGE: 
Helen Neubauer  
& Muriel Muessigmann

AT HOME IN IOWA FALLS: 
Gary & Sharon Groff, Roy Hammarmeister

OUT OF TOWN: 
Audrey Fleener, 
Box 112, Alden;
Vera Duit, 306 4th St., 
Williams 50271; 
Louise Heller, Graham, TX.; 
Dwight Rogers, 
Veteran’s Home, 
Marshalltown.

please remember in your 
prayers our homebound  

& shut-in members

resources for home use

https://thewordendures.org/

Treasury of Daily Prayer

Luther’s Small Catechism

www.Issues, Etc.

The Fire and the Staff: 
Lutheran Theology in Practice 

by Klemet I. Preus

Has American Christianity Failed?
by Bryan Wolfmueller

God At Work: 
Your Christian Vocation in All of Life 

by Gene Edward Veith

Afraid 
(Demon Possession &  

Spiritual Warfare in America) 
by Robert H. Bennett

Immanuel’s website 
www.immanuellutheraniowafalls.org 

“Media & Resource” page
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“cancel culture”
In the name of justice, statues have been unlaw-
fully torn down and defamed, books have been 
burned, paintings and items of significant history 
defaced and ruined, and businesses have been 
bullied out of existence....This “cancel culture” is 
diametrically opposed to Christianity. It stems from 
hatred and it certainly does not profess a love for 
one’s neighbor. It puts the best construction on 
nothing and vows to tear down everything that 
stands against it....We will need to be armed 
with faith in the Word of God to extinguish 
these flaming darts of the evil one. We will 
need to be armed with prayer, not only for 
ourselves, but our brothers and sisters in 
Christ, and yes, even our enemies (Eph. 5:16-
18; Matt. 5:44).

What we are seeing is not unprecedented. This is 
what a nation collapses into when minds are no 
longer bright with thought, but when the inner 
rage of emotions from the evil heart spill out and 
the utter lack of self-control is let loose. This is the 
mere fruit of society calling what is evil “good” and 
what is good “evil” (Is. 5:20)....The only thing we 
Christians can do is hold dearly to Christ our Lord. 
“For you are my rock and my fortress; and for 
your name’s sake you lead me and guide me; 
you take me out of the net they have hidden 
for me, for you are my refuge, into your hand 
I commit my spirit; you have redeemed me, O 
LORD, faithful God” (Ps. 31:3-5).

...It is easier for Christians when those who per-
secute or pressure are far away, distant and un-
known, but the fight is coming close to home and 
will test our faith. It will be as David said in Psalm 
56, “For it is not an enemy who taunts me 
-- then I could bear it; it is not an adversary 
who deals insolently with me -- then I could 
hide from him. But it is you, a man, my equal, 
my companion, my familiar friend. We used 
to take sweet counsel together; within God’s 
house we walked in the throng.” You see, there 
may come soon a time when those who will try 
to put you out or cancel you, will be those clos-
est to you. Even our fellow Christian brethren will 
condemn us and forsake us for not being “woke” 
enough. As David confessed in Psalm 27, “For my 
father and my mother have forsaken me, but 
the LORD will take me in.” Though you may be 
made to endure such awful betrayal and abandon-
ment, the Lord God Almighty will not abandon you. 
The world may try to cancel you out of existence, 
but they are not God, and they do not know His 
mercy. He seeks only to cancel the debt of sin that 
stands against you through the blood of Christ 
(Colossians 2:13-15), and he gladly receives you 

when the world hates you for His Name sake (Matt. 
10:22). Our times are in the Lord’s hands. Take 
refuge in the God of your salvation for, when evil-
doers assail you to eat up your flesh, it is they who 
stumble and fall (Ps. 27:2). 

...God should cancel our culture. 
The idea behind “cancel culture” 
is to withdraw support or toler-
ance of certain people, places, or 
organizations so that they topple 
and fall or are left to hang out and 
dry. God should cancel us in order 

to put an end to evil that is tolerated in this coun-
try....[T]he wicked try to cancel culture, individuals, 
and the Church in order for their evil to prevail via 
rioting, violence, murder, homosexuality, abortion, 
and many other unnatural perversions of the flesh. 
This is what has grown to frustrate, discourage, 
and even anger us. There is a good deal of com-
fort for us Christians that, even though the voices 
of wickedness continue to get louder and louder 
among us, they are not heard by God and their 
plans will fail in time. All their plans must inevitably 
serve the good will of God to save us. Their shouts 
and railing cannot drown out our prayers to God 
(Proverbs 15:29). We, dear Christians, are heard 
by God; our prayers do reach His ears. He has also 
promised to answer them. “Rise to arms and with 
prayer employ you. Pray that God would cancel our 
culture so that the plans of hate, evil, and wicked-
ness would topple and fall with peace and justice 
prevailing. “Grant not, O LORD, the desires of 
the wicked; do not further their evil plot, or 
they will be exalted” (Ps. 140:8).
    
Psalm 140 isn’t among the first psalms chosen by 
Christians to pray. That’s because it is numbered 
among the imprecatory psalms. These psalms 
are praying for God to curse His enemies with the 
judgment over sin. Some Christians say this is an 
unloving prayer and, therefore, cannot be prayed 
by Christians. This is simply bad advice. We need 
the Lord to put an end to the wicked by canceling 
our culture. If hearts will not be converted unto the 
Lord, then their will and way must be suppressed 
or evil will be exalted. It is leveled that the Chris-
tian who prays this has a heart of hate. This is 
not true. These psalms do not come from a heart 
of hate, but from a heart that trusts in the God 
who maintains the cause of the afflicted. God has 
promised to execute justice for the needy. Should 
we not believe this with all faith and sincerity? 
God’s Church simultaneously prays for the conver-
sion of enemies to faith and for their evil plans to 
be brought to an end. If their hearts are hardened 
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on the path of evil, then we ask for their plans to 
fail and their poisonous words to overwhelm them 
... Jesus said to love our enemies and pray for those 
who persecute us (Matt. 5:43-44). The Christian 
Church throughout the world must do this, but this 
does not mean we stop praying for God’s will to be 
done. Let me explain.

The imprecatory psalms are prayed in line with 
God’s will. In the Third Petition of the Lord’s Prayer, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is done in heaven, 
we pray for God to cancel our own will and the will 
of the devil! Luther rightly explains this in the Small 
Catechism. “How is God’s Will done? When God 
breaks and hinders every evil counsel and will which 
would not let us hallow the name of God nor let His 
kingdom come, such as the will of the devil, the 
world, and our flesh; but strengthens and keeps us 
steadfast in His Word and in faith unto our end. This 
is His gracious and good will.” I am reminded of a 
quote by Walt Kelly, “We’ve met the enemy, and he 
is us.” Without the power of God to cancel our own 
will, the devil, and the world, we would be left to die 
eternally with the devil and his angels. We would 
despair and be filled with all hopelessness. But it 
is the will of God to bring to an end the plan of the 
wicked. So we confidently pray, “Dear God, cancel 
our wicked culture. Cancel our per-
version of marriage. Cancel our lusts. 
Cancel our hate for life from womb 
to grave. Cancel our ingratitude for 
Your Word. Cancel our sinful flesh. 
By the precious blood of Christ, His 
resurrection, and for His sake, dear 
God: Cancel all our sins. Cancel our 
temporal and eternal death. Cancel 
hell and all its horde. Cancel the 
devil and all his lies. Cancel all those 
who would not see your name hal-
lowed or let your kingdom come.”

God is doing these things. I know 
that your eyes see destruction, hate, 
and wickedness flourishing, same as 
mine. I know that your ears hear the 
railing madness of a perverse gen-
eration, but there is never so much 
evil that the will of God cannot be 
done. There is never so much evil 
that it cannot be used to the good 
of our salvation. The triune God is 
reigning, the devil is defeated, and the will of man 
is not stronger than the will of God. Even the wicked 
Pharoah was raised up so that the will of God would 
be accomplished. Romans 9 verse 17 says, “For the 
Scripture says to Pharoah, ‘For this very purpose I 
have raised you up, that I might show my power in 
you, and that my name might be proclaimed in all 
the earth.’” We really have no reason to be discour-
aged, as God cancels all that would keep us from 

Him; He also strengthens and keeps us steadfast in 
His Word and faith....While men go about canceling 
our culture for their own purposes, God will bring all 
their wickedness around for His purpose so that His 
works are glorified and His name known in all the 
earth.

God is canceling and hindering the plans of the evil 
one. If anyone is to be frustrated, it should be the 
devil. Not you. Not us. “If God is for us, who can 
be against us” (Rom. 8:31-32)? “The LORD is 
on my side; I will not fear. What can man to 
do me? The LORD is on my side as my helper; 
I shall look in triumph on those who hate me” 
(Ps. 118:6-7). Can anyone thwart God’s will? Can 
anyone change His purpose? No, at last we must 
confess that in time all wickedness will come to an 
end and the voices of the arrogant will fall silent. Do 
not be discouraged for there are always more with 
us than with them.

...There was a time when Elisha was awakened by 
his servant to see that he had been surrounded by 
the King of Syria’s soldiers, chariots, and horses. 
They wanted Elisha dead since he had been 
ruining the king’s plans of attack. His servant was 
deeply discouraged and feared for his life thinking 

that he was about to die at the end 
of a sword, but Elisha said to him, 
“Do not be afraid, for those who 
are with us are more than those 
who are with them.” Then Elisha 
prayed and said, “O Lord, please 
open his eyes that he may see.” 
So the Lord opened the eyes of 
the young man, and he saw, and 
behold, the mountain was full 
of horses and chariots of fire all 
around Elisha, not even this army 
could stop the will of God” (2 Ki. 
6:16-17).

If we could see how many angels are 
fighting off the legions of demons 
around us, and if we could see how 
many attempts of Satan have failed, 
how many flaming arrows have been 
extinguished, we’d be overwhelmed 
with joy. God is canceling more than 
we know each day. Trust in Him to 
keep us steadfast in the Word and 

faith until the end. God has already set an end to all 
our sorrows, all our afflictions, and even the wicked-
ness of men. All of it has an appointed end. It can 
only go so far and, even then, it must serve the 
purpsoes of God (Rom. 8:28). What man means for 
evil, God will work for good (Gen. 50:20).

~ From “Cancel Culture: My First Impressions” (8-31-20) and 
“Cancel Culture: Dear God, Cancel Our Culture” (9-28-20) 

by Pastor Jacob Deal posted in SteadfastLutherans.org   

Dear God,

Cancel our  
wicked culture.

Cancel our perversion  
of marriage.

Cancel our lusts.
Cancel our hate for life  
from womb to grave.
Cancel our ingratitude 

of Your Word.
Cancel our sinful flesh.

 
By the precious blood

of Jesus Christ...



 1 Earl Fey
 2 Brian Balvanz
 7 Charlene Hansen
 Gavin Neely
10 Sharon Henson
11 AnnEllen Hofmeister
 Will Hofmeister
14 Floris Beisel
 Ryan Kloetzer
16 Angie Bartlett
20 Thelma Andersen
 Dwight Brauer
24 Merle Hoversten
27 Martin Beisel
29 Blake Pieper

LWML  
Assignments
Altar: Margaret Ritland,
Teresa Windelow
Flowers: Christy Brinkley
Coffee: Lori Pommrehn

Rebekah Circle
Thursday, October 1 - 10:45
Drive together from church to 
the Stumble Inn in Bradford for 
Pastor Appreciation Lunch

Joy Circle
Thursday, October 8 at 7:00
Topic: Sharon Henson
Hostess: Arnelda Knipfel

 3 Lloyd & Dorothy
 Barhite
 6 George & Lois Mumm
24 Lyman & Donna Olsen

 
Greeters 

(if you’re comfortable)

 4 Betty Braunschweig, 
 Sharon Uhlenhopp
11 Floris Beisel,  
 Sandra Bennett
18 George & Lois Mumm
25 Carolyn Eness,
 Mary Severson
 
           Welcomers

Gary & Lori Pommrehn
Bruce & Charise Off

Videotapers 

 4 Jon Bartlett
11 Gene Ritland
18 Jaden Bartlett
25 Chris Wieting

Video Showing

 4 Denny Neubauer
11 Gordy Lubbers
18 Gene Ritland
25 Lance Barhite

happy
anniversary!

happy 
birthday!

Acolytyes

 6 Theo Beisel 
11 Kyler Patton
18 Zach Rodamaker
25 Will Hofmeister,  
 Acolyte & Torch Bearer
 Andrew Bartlett, Crucifer
 Collin Pieper, Torch Bearer

Elder: Scott Wosepka

What God has 
joined together 

let no one separate.

And I will give you
shepherds after my own 
heart, who will feed you

with knowledge and  
understanding.

Due to Covid,  
Meals On Wheels are 

being delivered differently, 
but should Immanuel’s 

volunteers be needed, you 
will be notified.

Thank you!
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