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“You are the salt of the earth . . . You are the light of the 

world” (Mt. 5:13-16).  One way to be salty and let our light 

shine is by being good citizens on earth. Our vocation as 

citizens of both the secular kingdom and God’s kingdom 

gives us the responsibility to proclaim God’s Word and care 

for our neighbors.  We are called to engage the “public 

square” with our message of Christ’s mercy for all.  Please 

pray for God’s will to be done… in Jesus’ name.   

Raising Boys to Be Gentlemen 

In their new book, American Restoration: How 

Faith, Family, and Personal Sacrifice Can Heal Our 

Nation, Timothy Goeglein and Craig Osten write, 

“[Edmund] Burke believed a true gentleman made 

the best citizen because he made countless 

excellent contributions to his family, church, 

community, and country through self-sacrifice, 

personal discipline, and internal strength while 

exhibiting a tender heart. But Burke also knew 

gentlemen are not born—they are made. And he 

also knew faith played a major role in transforming 

boys into men—and ultimately gentlemen.” 

Even though not “every man has been or is a 

gentleman, the concept was an ideal for men to try 

to emulate. Unfortunately, over the past several 

decades, that concept has fallen into disfavor. The 

result is men who have no idea what it takes to be 

a gentleman.” 

Today, we see our boys in “crisis.” Many “boys and 

young men ‘fail to launch’ into adulthood, seem 

directionless and unwilling to accept personal 

responsibility, engage in violent acts, and fall into 

increasing despair. These issues end up causing all 

sorts of societal issues such as fatherless children, 

substance abuse, and ever-increasing incarceration 

rates.” These, however, “are just symptoms and 

are not the root cause of the problem.” 

The “discussion starts with broken marriages and 

families.” We cannot make gentlemen if young 

men are without “male role models to guide them 

and point them in the right direction. Because of 

the breakdown of the family, this problem now 

encompasses two generations because many men 

in their thirties and forties did not have these role 

models, and as a result have no idea how to be a 

role model to their boys.” 

That being the case, “these boys grow up in a 

world that values accomplishments over personal 

character, career over family, and autonomy over 

responsibility. What is communicated to them is 

the antithesis of being a gentleman—a man who 

respects women, loves children, and takes his role 

as provider and nurturer of his family seriously.” 

Better than asking “How much money will I 

make?” or “How fast can I climb the corporate 

ladder?” or “How can I find self-fulfillment,” young 

men should be encouraged to ask themselves 

“How do I become a good man?” “How can I make 

a lifelong contribution to my family and society?” 

and “What is my ultimate purpose in life?” 

It is true. “Great men make great citizens. And 

great citizens bring about cultural transformation—

starting first in their homes, then permeating all 

aspects of society.” (Excerpts from American 

Restoration by Craig Osten and LCMS member Timothy 

Goeglein, 2019.) 

What can we do? We can help boys and young 

men look to Jesus’ treatment of women. “He not 

only formed friendships with women, He saw them 

as ‘imago Dei’—made in the image of God—with 

inherent dignity and worth.” We can help young 

men connect the act of sex with procreation and 

the celebration of birthdays and anniversaries 

within the life-long union between one man and 

one woman. Women can help men be accountable 

as fathers by not settling for anything less than 

marriage. When a father is not involved, we can 

encourage a boy’s mentorship by a Christian 

grandfather, uncle, pastor, coach, or teacher. We 

can help our boys find confidence in their identity, 

not as slaves, but as sons and heirs of their “Abba 

Father” (Galatians 4:4-7).    

Please pray for courageous fathers who teach the 

faith, model self-sacrifice and, with the help of 

mothers, raise sons to be gentlemen… in Jesus’ 

name. 
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House Built on Lies Will Collapse 

In his book, Outlasting the Gay Revolution: Where 

Homosexual Activism Is Going and How To Turn 

the Tide, Michael Brown, Ph.D., issues a wake-up 

call to the faithful and freedom-loving throughout 

the country. He spells out eight principles to help 

Americans with conservative moral values outlast 

the gay revolution: never compromise your 

convictions, take the high moral ground, cherish 

sexual purity, defend natural marriage, celebrate 

gender distinctions, propagate truth, turn to God, 

and refuse to throw in the towel. 

“What will happen,” Brown asks, “when the public 

realizes they have supported a cause based on lies 

more than truth and that they have been conned 

by the media … What happens when the lie is 

exposed? What will happen when people realize 

that opposition to the normalizing of 

homosexuality and the redefining of marriage is 

not based on hate but on concern for what is best 

for society—and that those who have been 

branded homophobes and bigots are actually 

caring and compassionate people? How will they 

react when they learn that there are often serious 

differences between homosexual relationships and 

heterosexual relationships, that gay suffering is not 

primarily due to homophobia, that homosexuality 

is not innate or immutable, and that gay is not the 

new black (let alone transgender being the new 

black) and therefore the battle for gay rights is not 

the same as the civil rights struggle?” (From 

Outlasting the Gay Revolution by Michael L. Brown, 

Ph.D., 2015) 

What can we do? “We can be sure,” says Brown, 

that “a revolution built on lies will ultimately fail, 

and those who stand on the side of truth will 

outlast the lies. As John wrote in his Gospel, ‘And 

the light shines on in the darkness, but the 

darkness has not mastered it’ (John 1:5 NET).” 

Therefore, we can “speak the truth and write the 

truth and proclaim the truth and spread the truth 

without fear. Propagate the truth with wisdom and 

love and boldness.” No matter if we are ridiculed 

on social media or singled out for criticism in the 

workplace or labeled a “hater” by family members, 

we can speak the truth in love. “People may mock 

[our] words for the short term, but they will mark 

[our] words over the long term.”  

Please pray for faithfulness and that God’s will be 

done… in Jesus’ name. 

God Teaches Nothing New or Different 

We have heard it said: The culture has changed. 

Yes, and what does this mean? For the 21st century 

churchgoer, it too often means that the Church 

must change, too. It means that either God has 

changed, or we have moved beyond God or St. 

Paul who wrote what he was inspired by the Holy 

Spirit to write. For example, “Or do you not know 

that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of 

God? Do not be deceived: neither the sexually 

immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men 

who practice homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the 

greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers 

will inherit the kingdom of God” (1 Corinthians 

6:9-10). Because God is the same yesterday, 

today, and tomorrow, His law does not change. 

Neither does His Gospel. Continuing on, we read, 

“And such were some of you. But you were 

washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in 

the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit 

of our God” (1 Corinthians 6:9-11). 

It is a foolish thing for the Christian who is 

constantly tempted by Satan, the world, and his 

own sinful nature to despise the weapon of God’s 

unchanging Word. God’s Word of law warns us and 

shows us our sin. His Word of Gospel brings hope 

and newness of life in Jesus Christ. Those who 

were caught up in–but repented of—the sin of 

sexual immorality, adultery, or homosexuality can 

tell us that God does not change, but His washed, 

sanctified, and justified people do. 

What can we do? We can daily read and become 

familiar with God’s Word. We can refrain from 

quoting Scripture out of context. We should not 

despise the tool of the Small Catechism which is a 

short and brief summary of all the Holy Scriptures. 

We can trust that God “always keeps teaching the 

same thing and does not take up anything new or 

different . . . Can we finish learning in one hour 

what God Himself cannot finish teaching?” (Large 

Catechism, Longer Preface 15-18.) 

Please pray that the Church engage society with 

the unchanging Word of God… in Jesus’ name. 
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