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“You are the salt of the earth . . . You are the light of the 

world” (Mt. 5:13-16).  One way to be salty and let our light 

shine is by being good citizens on earth. Our vocation as 

citizens of both the secular kingdom and God’s kingdom 

gives us the responsibility to proclaim God’s Word and care 

for our neighbors.  We are called to engage the “public 

square” with our message of Christ’s mercy for all.  Please 

pray for God’s will to be done… in Jesus’ name.   

Human Life on the Edge of a Precipice 

In the fall of 1939, C.S. Lewis gave a sermon 

called “Learning in War-Time” to the congregation 

at the Oxford University church of St. Mary the 

Virgin. World War II had begun. The question he 

wanted to help people answer was: What use is it 

to carry on with studying, learning, and “normal” 

things during wartime? 

We have threats all around us. There is a virus and 

an experimental “vaccine.” There is a border crisis 

that includes drug and human trafficking cartels. 

There is the military might of China. There is 

critical race theory that has invaded schools and 

churches. There is an assault on children through 

abortion, transgenderism, and same-sex 

“marriage.” How can we carry on with “normal” 

things of life with all of these threats? C.S. Lewis 

said, “I think it is important to try to see the 

present calamity in a true perspective. The war 

creates absolutely no permanent human situation; 

it simply exaggerates the permanent human 

situation so that we can no longer ignore it. Human 

life has always been lived on the edge of a 

precipice. Human culture has always had to live 

under the shadow of something infinitely more 

important than itself. If men had postponed the 

search for knowledge and beauty until they were 

secure, the search would never have begun.” 

Lewis continued, “We are mistaken when we 

compare war with ‘normal life.’ Life has never been 

normal. Even those periods which we think most 

tranquil . . . turn out, on closer inspection, to be 

full of crises, alarms, difficulties, emergencies. 

Plausible reasons have never been lacking for 

putting off all merely cultural activities until some 

imminent danger has been averted or some crying 

injustice put right. But humanity long ago chose to 

neglect those plausible reasons. They wanted 

knowledge and beauty now and would not wait for 

the suitable moment that never comes.” 

What is it that “exaggerates?” Thomas P. Harmon 

writes, “It is our perception of the importance of 

death. War changes our perspective by bringing 

what is potentially very far from us to being 

potentially very close to us, so does a pandemic. 

But the relative proximity of a thing does not 

radically change its nature. War and disease do not 

change whether we are going to die; they only 

change when we might die.”  

This, writes Harmon, is not meant “to frighten, but 

rather to embolden. If a thing is worth doing 

outside of Covid-time, it is still worth doing in 

Covid-time. As Lewis said, ‘The war will fail to 

absorb our whole attention because it is a finite 

object and, therefore, intrinsically unfitted to 

support the whole attention of a human soul.’ The 

same can be said of disease. Learning and study, 

to be sure, have at their highest point the fixing of 

our attention on the infinite: God and the things of 

God. Those are things most worthy to absorb our 

whole attention, whether we are under imminent 

threat of death or not.” 

When “the omnipresent media” constantly blares 

“dread signals into our brains,” writes Harmon, “a 

culture of death-deniers” is more easily tempted 

into anxiety and fear of the future. But C.S. Lewis 

wrote, “Do not let your nerves and emotions lead 

you into thinking your predicament more abnormal 

than it really is.” (Source: “Reading C.S. Lewis in the 

Times of Covid” by Thomas P. Harmon, 10-16-20.) 

What can we do? Work according to our 

vocations of father, mother, son, daughter, 

neighbor, or laborer. Combat fear by turning off 

the TV. Be disciplined users of the internet, 

recognizing the enormous amount of information it 

offers but not letting it be a substitute for God’s 

Word and discerning brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Leave the future, as Lewis said, “in God’s hands. 

We may as well, for God will certainly retain it 

whether we leave it to Him or not. Never, in peace 

or war, commit your virtue or happiness to the 



  Human Care & Public Square Issues – May 2021 

 

future. Happy work is best done by the man who 

takes his long-term plans somewhat lightly and 

works from moment to moment ‘as to the Lord.’ In 

times of challenge and uncertainty, offer hope and 

the Good News of Jesus Christ, the Savior who 

defeated sin and death.  

Please pray to be a faithful pilgrim… through this 

life to the next… in Jesus’ name. 

Pushing Back Against Critical Race Theory  

Lt. Col. Matthew Lohmeier was relieved as a U.S. 

Space Force commanding officer because he 

warned about the spread of Marxist ideology within 

the military and the detrimental consequences of 

critical race theory. His warning came in the form 

of a self-published book, titled Irresistible 

Revolution: Marxism’s Goal of Conquest & the 

Unmaking of the American Military. In an interview 

with Newsmax, Lohmeier said that “when we start 

to see within the services a break or a fracture of 

the force because people are being trained [to 

believe that] certain groups are oppressors and 

others are oppressed, that’s when it’s time to 

speak up and identify, as the secretary of defense 

invited us to do, extremist ideological views that 

are divisive. So that’s what I attempted to do with 

the book.” 

Critical race theory (CRT), which is rooted in 

Marxism, has made its way into academia, 

entertainment, government, K-12 classrooms, 

churches, the workplace, and the military. Some 

employers have included CRT in their “racial and 

cultural sensitivity” training. Lohmeier is aware 

that enemies of the United States such as the 

Chinese Communist Party are well aware of the 

problems plaguing our military. A goal of the 

Frankfurt School (Marxist professors who fled 

Germany pre-WWII and settled in American 

universities) has always been to weaken the United 

States by destroying marriage and family, 

sexualizing children, and causing division. 

Parents who have learned what CRT is and how it 

has infiltrated the classrooms of their children are 

organizing and speaking up. In Loudon County, 

Virginia, Parents Against Critical Theory (PACT) 

recognize that CRT efforts to dismantle “white 

supremacy” and “systemic racism can actually 

create racism. Florida Governor Ron DeSantis is 

working on a civics curriculum that will explicitly 

exclude CRT. In total, seven states have 

introduced bills to ban the teaching of CRT in their 

schools. (Source: The Epoch Times, 5-18-21; 4-22-21.) 

What can we do? Read Fault Lines: The Social 

Justice Movement and Evangelicalism’s Looming 

Catastrophe by Voddie Baucham, Jr., and Why 

Social Justice Is Not Biblical Justice by Scott David 

Allen. Remember the words of Nancy Pearcey: 

“The best way to drive out a bad worldview is by 

offering a good one, and Christians need to move 

beyond criticizing culture to creating culture. That 

is the task God originally created humans to do     

. . . In every calling we are culture-creators, 

offering up our work as service to God.”  

Please pray for the children… in Jesus’ name. 

Unborn Children Are Not a Commodity 

Scientists at Stanford University have been caught 

using the fingers of aborted babies in taxpayer-

funded experiments. An animal rights group, the 

White Coat Waste Project, accused Stanford of 

failing to disclose the funding that it received from 

the National Institutes of Health (NIH) for the 

research. On its website, the group said, “When 

NIH-funded white coats implant fingers and femurs 

from aborted human fetuses into young mice and 

keep their spending a secret, we call that a gross, 

gross misuse of taxpayer dollars.” The NIH money 

was used to conduct experiments on regenerating 

human cartilage in joints and identifying the 

human skeletal stem cell. Dr. Anthony Fauci’s 

agency, the National Institute of Allergy and 

Infectious Diseases (NIAID) under the NIH, gave 

more than $400,000 in taxpayer funding to 

University of Pittsburgh researchers to use scalps 

(“full-thickness human skin”) from aborted babies 

between 18 and 20 weeks of pregnancy to create 

“humanized” mice and rats in order to study the 

human immune system. (Source: Lifenews 4-21-21; 

5-6-21.) 

 

What can we do? Build bridges. Even non-

Christians are appalled by a “science” that exploits 

human life for utilitarian purposes. Write a letter to 

the editor of your local paper. Write your state and 

U.S. legislators. Share Christian Citizenship!  

Please pray for Truth always … in Jesus’ name. 
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