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“You are the salt of the earth . . . You are the light of the 

world” (Mt. 5:13-16).  One way to be salty and let our light 

shine is by being good citizens on earth. Our vocation as 

citizens of both the secular kingdom and God’s kingdom 

gives us the responsibility to proclaim God’s Word and care 

for our neighbors.  We are called to engage the “public 

square” with our message of Christ’s mercy for all.  Please 

pray for God’s will to be done… in Jesus’ name.   

Ten Ideas Changing America 

Victor Davis Hanson is a distinguished fellow of the 

Center for American Greatness. He lists ten new 

rules or ideas that are changing America… maybe 

permanently. 

ONE: Money is a construct. It can be created from 

thin air. Annual deficits and aggregate national 

debt no longer matter much. 

TWO: Laws are not necessarily binding anymore. 

Joe Biden took an oath to “take care that the laws 

be faithfully executed.” But he has willfully 

rendered federal immigration laws null and void. 

Some rioters are prosecuted for violating federal 

laws, others not so much. Arrests, prosecutions, 

and trials are all fluid. Ideology governs when a 

law is still considered a law….   

THREE: Racialism is now acceptable. We are 

defined first by our ethnicity or religion, and only 

secondarily—if at all—by an American 

commonality. The explicit exclusion of whites from 

college dorms, safe spaces, and federal aid 

programs is now noncontroversial. It is unspoken 

payback for perceived past sins, or a type of 

“good” racism….  

FOUR: The immigrant is mostly preferable to the 

citizen. The newcomer, unlike the host, is not 

stained by the sins of America’s founding and 

history. Most citizens currently must follow 

quarantine rules and social distancing, stay out of 

school, and obey all the laws. Yet those entering 

the United States illegally need not follow such 

apparently superfluous Covid-19 rules. Their 

children should be immediately schooled without 

worry of quarantine. Immigrants need not worry 

about their illegal entry or residence in America. 

Our elites believe illegal entrants more closely 

resemble the “founders” than do legal citizens, 

about half of whom they consider irredeemable. 

FIVE: Most Americans should be treated as we 

would treat little children. They cannot be asked to 

provide an ID to vote. “Noble lies” by our elites 

about Covid-19 rules are necessary to protect 

“Neanderthals” from themselves. Americans 

deserve relief from the stress of grades, 

standardized testing, and normative rules of school 

behavior. They still are clueless about why it is 

good for them to pay far more for their gasoline, 

heating, and air conditioning. 

SIX. Hypocrisy is passe’. Virtue signaling is alive. 

Climate change activists fly on private jets. Social 

justice warriors live in gated communities. 

Multibillionaire elitists pose as victims of sexism, 

racism, and homophobia. The elite need these 

exemptions to help the helpless. It is what you say 

to lesser others about how to live, not how you 

yourself live, that matters. 

SEVEN. Ignoring or perpetuating homelessness is 

preferable to ending it. It is more humane to let 

thousands of homeless people live, eat, defecate 

and use drugs on public streets and sidewalks than 

it is to green-light affordable housing, mandate 

hospitalization for the mentally ill, and create 

sufficient public shelter areas. 

EIGHT. McCarthyism is good. Destroying lives and 

careers for incorrect thoughts saves more lives and 

careers. Cancel culture and the Twitter Reign of 

Terror provide needed deterrence. Now that 

Americans know they are one wrong word, act or 

look away from losing their livelihoods, they are 

more careful and will behave in a more enlightened 

fashion. The social media guillotine is the humane, 

scientific tool of the woke. 

NINE: Ignorance is preferable to knowledge. 

Neither statue-toppling, nor name-changing, nor 

the 1619 Project require any evidence of historical 

knowledge. Heroes of the past were simple 

constructs. Undergraduate, graduate, and 

professional degrees reflect credentials, not 
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knowledge. The brand, not what created it, is all 

that matters. 

TEN. Wokeness is the new religion, growing faster 

and larger than Christianity. Its priesthood 

outnumbers the clergy and exercises far more 

power. Silicon Valley is the new Vatican, and 

Amazon, Apple, Facebook, Google, and Twitter are 

the new gospels. (Copyright 2021 The Center for 

American Greatness.) 

What can we do? Bring these “new ideas” to the 

attention of family members, friends, and 

congregation. Ask: Are they “transitory and invite 

a reaction,” or are they “already near-permanent 

and institutionalized?” What are the long-term 

consequences of such ideas? Contrast these ideas 

with biblical ethics. Let us “have nothing to do with 

irreverent, silly myths” (1 Timothy 4:7-10). 

Please pray to resist deception… in Jesus’ name. 

Blinded by Fanaticism  

Documentaries on the Hitler Youth Movement 

reveal the power and naivety of young people 

when their trust is abused and perverted by 

corrupt and evil adults. The Movement grew from 

about 30,000 in 1929 to more than 9 million in just 

12 years, writes David Daintree, Director of the 

Christopher Dawson Centre for Cultural Studies in 

Hobart, Tasmania. Under tyrannical leadership, 

“children suffer most, for their inexperienced 

hearts are readily open to persuasion and their 

whole lives can be ruined by early radicalization. 

Hitler quickly learned to put the innocence of 

German children to work. This has been done 

under Communist and Islamic leadership, too. We 

Americans are skating on thin ice.” Some 

“worrying trends” include the following: 

“Children are profoundly ignorant of current events 

and the background to them. Fanaticism thrives on 

ignorance. Children’s views are being taken too 

seriously by adults who woo them by pandering to 

their opinions, however ill informed.” Consider the 

“movements to lower the voting age to 16, and the 

eagerness with which world leaders fell over 

themselves to give an audience to Greta Thunberg! 

The mushrooming of demands for sexual re-

assignment, and the willing acquiescence of adults 

in allowing minors to undergo radical therapies is 

being extended in some jurisdictions to give pre-

pubescent children the authority to make decisions 

in defiance of pastoral and parental advice.” 

(Excerpted from Blinded by Fanaticism by David 

Daintree, Mercatornet, 3-29-21.)   

What can we do? Do not be among the weak 

adults who, says Daintree, “have lost their moral 

compass . . . are drifting in a world that is losing 

all sense of objective truth” and, are therefore, 

exposing “us to considerable danger.” Be “people 

of courage,” “buck the trend,” and “have the 

hardihood to laugh in the face of the cowardly 

Twittersphere.” Be Christians who are the “most 

optimistic of people.” Recognize that beyond 

“symptoms” is the “greater problem” of “Original 

Sin” and “the existence of evil” even as we “believe 

in forgiveness and redemption.” Be people who 

“stick to our guns and [shore] up our secular 

friends until such time as they can see beyond the 

symptoms to the causes.” 

Please pray for the children… in Jesus’ name. 

“Men Are Coming” 

Gov. Gavin Newsom (D-CA) signed S.B. 132 into 

law in January requireing the California 

Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation 

(CDCR) to ask everyone entering the department’s 

custody to specify their pronouns, gender identity, 

and whether they identify as transgender, 

nonbinary, or intersex. It requires that CDCR 

house the individual in a “correctional facility 

designated for men or women based on the 

individual’s preference.” Since January, 261 

inmates have requested “gender-based housing” 

transfers. 255 are from transgender women and 

non-binary incarcerated people who are requesting 

to be housed in a female institution and six are 

from transgender men and non-binary incarcerated 

people requesting to be housed in a male 

institution. The CDCR has approved 21 requests. 

Prison inmates at the Central California Women’s 

facility in Chowchilla told the LA Times that “men 

are coming” and prisoners should anticipate sexual 

violence. (Source: The Epoch Times, 4-6-21.) 

 

What can we do? Write legislators and inform 

your community through letters-to-the-editor.  

Please pray God’s will be done … in Jesus’ name. 
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