
From the Pastor’s Desk
Ten Years: Reflection and Thanksgiving

Dear fellow redeemed,

I’m going to take a slight break this month from talking about the Synod’s emphasis on  
being “Joy:fully Lutheran” and offer a bit of a personal note. As many of you know, I have 
been serving as Immanuel’s pastor for 10 years this month. It’s hard to believe! Time has gone 
quickly. There have been ups and there have been downs, as there are in any ministry and 
congregation. Together, we have rejoiced in baptisms, confirmations, weddings, and additions 
to the church’s membership. We have rejoiced in penitent hearts and faith that received the 
forgiveness of sins in Christ. And together, we have grieved as we buried our dead, though, not 
without hope. We have reluctantly watched as members departed from our communion and 
as marriages crumbled. All these things weigh heavily on pastors, as we often feel personally 
responsible for things that go wrong. 

As I look back on the past 10 years, I bless the God and Father of my Lord Jesus Christ for all 
that has gone well. I give thanks to Him for helping us make a smooth transition to weekly 
Communion. I praise and magnify Him for the support that I have received from the Church 
to teach the Word of God in its truth and purity. Throughout our time here at Immanuel, we 
have never been in want. The congregation has also been generous in allowing me to pursue 
academic ventures during my time here. I was able, with the congregation’s support, to spend 
three weeks overseas teaching future pastors in South Sudan in 2015. I also am grateful for 
the opportunity to fulfill the dream of pursuing a PhD, something that I could not do without 
the support of our members. 
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teach, care for, and lead the Lord’s sheep to the 
green pastures of heaven. That is, after all, what 
our final goal is. We want to make it to our heav-
enly home. And we want to see our children and 
grandchildren grow in their faith and to love and 
appreciate their church. No one desires that more 
than this servant of Christ. 

Jesus says, “For the Son of Man came not to 
be served but to serve and to give His life as a 
ransom for many.” The Pastoral Office gets its 
marching orders from the Lord of the Church 
Himself and follows the pattern of His own min-
istry. As Jesus came “not to be served but to 

serve,” so also pastors are 
sent by Christ to serve the 
Church in His Name. In His 
Name and in His stead we 
baptize, absolve, commune, 
preach, and shepherd the 
souls of the redeemed. I think 
it can be easy to forget this 
in our culture of mistrust, 
suspicion, and outrage. It is 

easy to assume that leaders, whether pastors or 
public servants, are trying to do harm when just 
the opposite is true. We need to fight against this 
tendency because it keeps us from enjoying to 
the full the benefits of their service to us. 

I always try to remember when I am doing 
pastoral work that on the last day, I will be held 
accountable for the souls that are entrusted to 
me. This is what we are taught in Holy Scripture. 
Hebrews 13:17 says: “Obey your leaders and 
submit to them, for they are keeping watch over 
your souls, as those who will have to give an 
account. Let them do this with joy and not with 
groaning, for that would be of no advantage to 
you.” And St. Paul exhorts the elders (pastors) in 
Ephesus before departing: “Take heed to your-
selves and to all the flock, in which the Holy  
Spirit has made you overseers, to feed the 
Church of the Lord which he obtained with his 
own blood” (Acts 20:28). These words are a 
constant reminder to me that the Church does 
not belong to me, but to my Lord who died and 
shed His blood to save 
and redeem it. I am only 
a householder, a steward, 
who serves at the Lord’s 
bidding. 

Another thing that I try to 
keep in mind in my pas-
toral work is that our duty 
as pastors is not to control 
or coerce people into obedience, but to teach, 
admonish, feed, warn, comfort, guide, and serve 
them with God’s holy Word, so that obedience 
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There are things that I am 
not proud of, but I will save 
that for my father confessor. 
Suffice to say that I know I 
am not perfect and could do 
a better job in many ways. 
What I can say for certain is 
that I have never misled you, 
lied to you, tried to trick you, 
or taught you anything false. 

I have, to the best of my ability, taught the Word of 
God faithfully, and have tried to be a good Christian 
example to the flock. Where I have failed in any-
thing, I pray for God’s and your forgiveness. Pastors 
are held to a stricter judgment because our words 
and actions affect the souls of many people, either 
for good or for ill. Nevertheless, we take refuge 
in the same forgiveness, the same love, the same 
mercy of God in Christ Jesus as those to whom we 
preach. Our sermons are directed as much at our-
selves as they are at the hearers. I preach the Law 
first to myself and then to you; and I take comfort 
in the same Gospel as I proclaim to you. 

I know that some have not always understood or 
agreed with the reasons for everything that I do or 
the decisions I have made. That is to be expected. 
As much as I would love for us all to see eye-to-eye 
on everything, I also know that this is not some-
thing that I have the power to effect, but it is the 
Lord who must grant unity. I can only tell you in 
all honesty that it has never been for some kind of 
personal satisfaction or gain. 
Far from it! If I sought the 
praise of men, then there 
are easier ways to accom-
plish that. But I have always 
sought first and foremost to 
please God and to do what 
seems most beneficial for 
the Church, based on what 
I have learned from Holy 
Scripture, from the confessional writings of our 
Church, and from the wisdom of our fathers in the 
faith. 

In short, my motivation in all of this has been to 
serve you, not myself. If at anytime I have given 
the opposite impression, I beg your forbearance. 
As we cross the threshold of 10 years of ministry 
here, let there to be no false perceptions about this. 
I am here for you. I am working for your benefit. 
Always. And as long as the Lord allows me to serve 
here at Immanuel, that will continue to be true. 
You have my word on that, and you know me well 
enough after a decade to know that it is sincere. 
Will I make mistakes along the way? Certainly. Do 
I have room for growth in pastoral care, judgment, 
and teaching? Most certainly! But you can be sure 
that I will make every effort to grow in my ability to 



to the Word flows from a renewed and believing 
heart. This takes great courage, patience, and 
skill, and were it not for the help of the Holy Spirit, 
we would accomplish nothing. As I look back on 
the last 10 years of service here at Immanuel, 
I can see many ways in which the Holy Spirit 
has granted success to the Word that has been 
preached and taught. 

I look forward to seeing what the Lord will ac-
complish through the ministry here in the com-
ing years. What joys and sorrows will we share 
together? What new avenues will the Lord open 
up for us to proclaim His saving Gospel to the 
unchurched? What trials and challenges will come 
upon us as our culture continues to disintegrate? 
We know that we can look forward in faith, trust-
ing that God will continue to gather for Himself a 
flock of holy believers around His Word and Sacra-
ments. I thank you, dear members of Immanuel, 
for your faithful and untiring support during this 
past decade on behalf of myself and my family. I 
pray for you often, as I hope you pray for me. May 
God grant us His grace and Spirit as we continue 
serving Him in His kingdom. 

Your bond-servant, for Jesus’ sake,
Pastor Beisel

Thou who the night in prayer didst spend
And then didst Thine apostles send
And bidd’st us pray the harvest’s Lord
To send forth sowers of Thy Word,
Hear and Thy chosen servants bless
With sev’nfold gifts of holiness.

Oh, may Thy pastors faithful be,
Not lab’ring for themselves, but Thee!
Give grace to feed with wholesome food
The sheep and lambs bought by Thy blood,
To tend Thy flock, and thus to prove
How dearly they the Shepherd love.

Oh, may Thy people faithful be
And in Thy pastors honor Thee
And with them work and for them pray
And gladly Thee in them obey,
Receive the prophet of the Lord
And gain the prophet’s own reward!

So may we when our work is done
Together stand before Thy throne
And joyful hearts and voices raise
In one united song of praise,
With all the bright celestial host,
To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

The Lutheran Hymnal, 493
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For the fruits of His creation,  
Thanks be to God. 

For His gifts to ev’ry nation,  
Thanks be to God.

For the plowing, sowing, reaping,  
Silent growth while we were sleeping, 
Future needs in earth’s safe-keeping, 

Thanks be to God.

For the harvests of the Spirit,
Thanks be to God.

For the good we all inherit,
Thanks be to God.

For the wonders that astound us,
For the truths that still confound us, 
Most of all, that love has found us,

Thanks be to God. 

LSB 894:1, 3

Thank the Lord  and sing His praise 
Tell everyone what He has done!
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IMMANUEL 
members 
who are 
HOME-
BOUND  
OR SHUT IN

SCENIC  
MANOR  
  
Mavis Klein,  
Dorothy Barhite, 
Barb Roberts,  
& Ruth Pekerak

HERITAGE  

Helen Neubauer,  
Kermit Neubauer,   
Kathryn Rankin,  
& Muriel  
Muessignmann

AT HOME in  
IOWA FALLS 
  
Edward Ites, 
Gary & Sharon 
Groff, & Roy 
Hammarmeister

OUT OF TOWN 
 
Audrey Fleener  
Box 112, Alden
  
Vera Duit  
306 4th St.,  
Williams 50271  
 
Louise Heller   
Graham, TX 

Dwight Rogers 
Veteran’s Home, 
Marshalltown

suffering: life is hard
  Regardless of a person’s relationship with God, he’d be a liar if he suggested that 
life doesn’t come with seasons of intense pain and difficulty. From the everyday 
struggles of life, such as a difficult job or rebellious kids, to life-altering moments, 
such as a diagnosis, a betrayal, or divorce papers, life is full of suffering.
   It’s this reality that makes Paul’s words so difficult.
   We rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and 
endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put 
us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy 
Spirit who has been given to us (Ro. 5:3-5). 
   Rejoice in suffering? Seriously? ... I could manage an exhortation to “deal with 
suffering” or maybe more accurately “survive suffering.” But “rejoice in suffering?!?
   Martin Luther writes, “There is a kind of suffering that comes from His severity and 
another from His kindness. That suffering which comes from His kindness works, 
because of its nature, only things which are very good ... although by an accident 
something different may take place; but this is not His fault but the fault of him to 
whom it happens because of his weakness, for he does not know the true nature of 
his suffering and its power and working, but he judges ... it according to its outward 
appearance, that is, in a wrong way, since it ought to be adored as the very cross of 
Christ.
   “Of whatever quality suffering finds characteristics and people to be, such it makes 
them even more. Thus if a person is carnal, weak, blind, evil, irascible, arrogant, 
etc., when trial comes, he becomes more carnal, weaker, blinder, more vile, more 
irascible, more arrogant, etc.
   “Those people talk nonsense who attribute their bad temper or their impatience 
to that which causes them offense or suffering. For suffering does not make a per-
son impatient but merely shows that he has been or is still impatient. Thus a person 
learns in suffering what kind of man he is.”
   Read Romans 8:18-27.  
   Luther continues, “It is not a bad sign, but a very good one, if things seem to turn 
out contrary to our request. Just as it is not a good sign if everything turns out fa-
vorably for our requests.
   “The reason is that the excellence of God’s counsel and will are far above our 
counsel and will, as Is. 55:8-9 says: ‘For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nei-
ther are your ways My ways, says the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the 
earth, so are My ways higher than your ways and My thoughts than your thoughts.’ 
... Hence it results that when we pray to God for something, whatever these things 
may be, and He hears our prayers and begins to give us what we wish, He gives in 
such a way that [is contrary to] all our conceptions.
   “He does this all because it is the nature of God first to destroy and tear down 
whatever is in us before He gives us His good things, as the Scripture says: ‘The 
Lord makes poor and makes rich. He brings down to hell and raises up’ (1 Sam.2:7).
   “We are capable of receiving His works and His counsels only when our own coun-
sels have ceased and our works have stopped and we are made purely passive 
before God.”
   In weakness, we learn how to depend ... [S]uffering is the reminder that we can’t 
make it on our own. Suffering is often the reality check that sometimes God allows 
us to face even more than we can handle--but never more than He can handle.
   Luther writes, “Therefore, when everything is hopeless for us and all things be-
gin to go against our prayers and desires, then those unutterable groans begin. 
And then ‘the Spirit helps us in our weakness’ (Ro. 8:26). For unless the Spirit were 
helping, it would be impossible for us to bear this action of God by which He hears 
us and accomplishes what we pray for. Then the soul is told, ‘... let your heart take 
courage and bear up under God’ (Ps. 27:14). And: ‘Be subject to the Lord and pray 
to Him,’ ‘and He will act’ (Ps. 37:7, 5). What is said in Isaiah 28:21 takes place here: 
‘He does a strange work in order to do His own work.’”
   Dear God, please remind me that Jesus doesn’t wait for me to get through the suf-
fering; He meets me in the midst of it. He hears. He comforts. He works. Amen. 

From Reading 
Romans With Luther 

by RJ Grunewald 
[CPH, 2016], 

97-101.



 

book study
on thursday, november 21,  
we will continue the study 

reading romans 
with luther. 

please join us at the coffee attic  
at 10:30 a.m. 

“the law is an important and 
powerful word, but it is never the 
last word. the law crushes and 
burdens the sinner, but it’s always 
for the sake of the word that 
follows. without the law, we would 
never behold the wonder and beauty 
of the grace that sets us free from 
its bondage.” 

ladies’ bible class
tuesdays at 9 a.m.

early riser’s 
bible class

wednesdays at 7:45 a.m.

adult bible class
sunday mornings at 8:45

A study of james
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during your  
fall cleaning... 

please set aside clothing, 
household items, decor, 

and more for immanuel’s 
spring rummage sale.

all proceeds will go to
the camp io-dis-e-ca 
scholarship fund.

thank you from the 
board of evangelism

The Quilting Ladies 
are in need of material to
be used between layers 

of quilts. They’ve run out!
Old sheets, curtains,

mattress covers...
anything large enough to
put between the top and 
underside of a quilt will

be appreciated!

november is 
immanuel’s month 

to stock the 
community 

food pantry. 
a list of needed 
items is on the 

communication
board. please fill 

a bag and return it 
to the north

kitchen counter.
thank you!



6

Let us pray for the lmmanuel  
family, that we be:

•	 kept strong in the Word,
•	 led away from temptation,
•	 protected from evil, and
•	 encouraging of one another in Christ.

  from the  
  sunday school

The students voted to give 50% of our Sunday 
school offering from now until Rally Day next 
fall to Lutheran Family Service of Iowa. The 
other 50% will stay “in house” to take care of 
extra Sunday school expenses (not including 
curriculum.) LFS provides Christian counseling, 
adoption services, pregnancy support, etc.

BEHOLD THE CHILD is the title of our 
Children’s Christmas Service to be held on 
December 24 at 7:00 p.m. The practices are 
scheduled as follows: Saturdays December 7, 
14, and 21 from 9:00 to 11:30 and Sunday the 
22 during the Sunday school hour and after 
devotional opening. If you have children in the 
PreK-8th grade, please include these dates on 
your family calendar! We are looking for:

• A middle and/or high school  
instrumentalist to help with music. 

• Any adults who might be interested in  
helping with the music or assisting with the 
children. 

Please get in touch with me if you would like 
to help with the Children’s Service in this way. 
Thank you!

Don’t forget! Sunday school and adult Bible 
class begin at 8:45! See you there!

Margaret Wosepka
Sunday School Superintendent

love.   joy.   peace.

the fruits of the spirit in 
galatians 5:22-23 begin with 
these three: love, joy and peace. 
god’s holy spirit fills us with 
love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self-control. 
these are given to us as gifts. 
we live in this fruit as the spirit 
lives in us. love originates in 
god’s love for us in christ, and 
results in our love for  
others. joy comes from trusting 
in the good news of god’s love in 
christ, and results in lives of joy 
in god’s grace. peace is the gift of 
reconciliation and fellowship 
with the almighty god through 
the forgiveness of sins, and 
results in our lives of peace as 
we forgive just as christ has 
forgiven us.  

Find out more at 
www.joyfullylutheran.org

God’s 
will is to 

break and 
hinder 

every evil 
plan and 

purpose of 
the devil, 

the world, 
and our 

own sinful 
nature.



 1 Marlyn Balvanz
 5 Trevor Smith
 Donna Olsen
 7 Louise Heller
10 Fred Schutt
11 Aleksei Harding
 Shane Neely
12 Dennis Neubauer
 Bruce Off
13 Rick Silvest
16 Kirk Lyman
17 Mary Severson
26 Nick Dozier
 Jennifer Nelson
28 Lloyd Barhite
 Bonniesue  
 Van Hove
29 Linda Bartlett
30 Barb Gilbert

LWML  
Assignments
Altar: We are in need of
help for November & December
Flowers: Rosie Neubauer
Coffee: Lori Pommrehn

Rebekah Circle:
Thursday, November 7, 1:30
Hostess: Betty Braunschweig
Topic: Ann Hansen 

Joy Circle:
Thursday, November 7, 7:00
Christmas Party, River Tap

Thriftshop 
Friday, November 15
9:45 a.m.
Vivian Fey, Sharon Henson,
Margaret Ritland
1:00 p.m.
Donna Olsen, Margaret Ritland
Saturday, November 16
9:45 a.m.
Jo-Ann Barhite, Sandi Ites,
Donna Olsen
1:00 p.m.
Kelsey Barhite, Kathy Silvest
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 6 Ron & Carol
 Warschkow
 8 Floyd & Marie
 Burton
17 James & Bonniesue
 Van Hove
28 Gary & Sharon
 Groff
29 Kirk & Wendy 
 Lyman
 Fred & Mary
 Schutt
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Greeters 

 3 Gary & Lori Pommrehn
10 Cleo England,
 Jean Neubauer
17 Mary Jacobson,
 Arnelda Knipfel
24 Lloyd Barhite,
 Steve & Jo-Ann Barhite
 Ben Hoekstra

Welcomers

Dave & Amy Kloetzer
Janet Lambertsen

Scott & Margaret Wosepka

Visit www.immanuellutheraniowafalls.org  

Videotapers 
 

 3 Paul Bartlett
10 Steve Barhite
17 Scott Wosepka
24 Jon Bartlett
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Video Showing

 3 Earl Fey
10 Eugene Ritland
17 Dennis Neubauer
24 Dennis Neubauer

 ACOLYTES 

 3 Ben Hoekstra (crucifer)
 Andrew Bartlett
 (torch/acolyte)
 Theo Beisel (acolyte)
10 Zach Rodamaker
17 Will Hofmeister
24 Collin Pieper
27 Thanksgiving
 Theo Beisel

ELDER
Steve Barhite

November is Meals on Wheels Month
(All volunteers have schedules)

Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from Thy presence,
and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation,
and uphold me with Thy free spirit. 

PSALM 51:10-12


