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“You are the salt of the earth . . . You are the light of the 

world” (Mt. 5:13-16).  One way to be salty and let our light 

shine is by being good citizens on earth. Our vocation as 

citizens of both the secular kingdom and God’s kingdom 

gives us the responsibility to proclaim God’s Word and care 

for our neighbors.  We are called to engage the “public 

square” with our message of Christ’s mercy for all.  Please 

pray for God’s will to be done… in Jesus’ name.   

Will Christians Be Punished for Living 

Their Faith? 

Freedom of religion, enshrined in the U.S. 

Constitution, is the fundamental law of the land. 

But it is possible to thwart religious liberty. One 

way is to permit religious liberty but restrict what 

people with certain beliefs are allowed to do. This 

very thing happened in the 17th and 18th centuries 

when Great Britain suppressed Roman Catholic and 

Protestant dissenters such as Presbyterians and 

Baptists who would not adhere to the Church of 

England. 

The Penal Laws of Great Britain allowed a person 

to be Catholic or Baptist, but that person was not 

allowed to attend the university, hold public office, 

be a lawyer or teacher, possess firearms, or adopt 

children. There were also limitations on property 

and economic transactions. 

Nathanael Blake sees the return of the “Penal Law” 

mindset. Writing in the Federalist, Blake brings to 

our attention recent attempts to disqualify 

Christians from public office and the professions, 

as well as disqualify Christian institutions such as 

schools and adoption agencies on the grounds that 

their Christian moral teachings are discriminatory. 

He writes, “Religious liberty was technically 

allowed, but those who exercised it in 

nonconforming ways found their other freedoms 

curtailed. In [Edmund] Burke’s words, a man’s 

conscience was made ‘a trap to catch his liberty.’ 

“This is the strategy being developed by much of 

the left against many traditional Christians today. 

The First Amendment protects (for now) our right 

to believe what we will in our homes and churches, 

but we will be penalized for our beliefs in the 

professions, the marketplace, and in government. 

The horror of many on the left at learning that 

Christians are still allowed to run their own schools 

with standards of behavior drawn from traditional 

Christian teaching—an that the wife of a prominent 

public official works at such a school—is only the 

latest example of this campaign. 

“The litany of assaults on religious liberty has 

become familiar. Catholic judicial nominees are 

being cross-examined over membership in the 

Knights of Columbus. The Obama administration 

was fixated on forcing nuns to fund and facilitate 

the distribution of birth control, and blue states 

took up the cause when Trump was elected. 

Punishing Christians who predictably decline to 

participate in celebrating same-sex weddings or 

‘gender transition’ events is another obsession. 

“While they claim to want equality, the left is 

deliberately establishing a system that will reduce 

traditional Christians and other religious dissenters 

to second-class citizenship. Observe how in 

conflicts between religious liberty and the sexual 

revolution, leftists seek not to accommodate and 

tolerate religious nonconformists, but to 

delegitimize and punish them. 

“They are quite clear about their goals for orthodox 

Christians. They believe we are bigots, and that 

bigots should not be allowed to run schools, work 

in government, or hold good jobs. If we will not 

recant and bend the knee to the sexual revolution, 

they want to close our schools, hospitals, and 

charities, drive us out of our professions, shutter 

our businesses, and get us fired from any job they 

deem above our station. Although they are willing 

to use private means and social pressure, their 

ultimate goal is a legal regime that will treat us 

very much like the English treated the Irish 

Catholics.” (Source: Cranach, the blog of Veith, 2-6-19) 

What can we do?  Gene Edward Veith writes that 

“psychological associations could reject counselors 

who have qualms about homosexuality; the 
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American Medical Association could refuse 

recognition of physicians who refuse to commit 

abortion; accrediting agencies could refuse to 

accredit Christian schools and universities if they 

hold to Christian sexual morality; Christian 

adoption agencies could lose the ability to place 

children if they favor traditionally-married couples 

(which is already happening).” But, Christians have 

a recourse “to private-sector discrimination: the 

anti-discrimination laws!” Religion is a protected 

category in the same way as race, sex, and now 

sexual preference are. “According to the Supreme 

Court decision in the Masterpiece Cake case, 

religious objections to gay marriage are ‘protected 

views.’ Which means Christians disqualified from a 

job or a benefit because of their religious 

convictions can file a discrimination complaint and 

pursue litigation . . . Christians should expect to be 

hated (Matthew 10:22), but they can also stand up 

for their legal rights as St. Paul did (Acts 25).”   

Please pray that Christians practice and wisely 

defend the living of God’s Word… in Jesus’ name. 

From Abortion to Infanticide  

Virginia Governor Ralph Northam described what 

will happen in his state if an infant survives an 

abortion attempt: “So in this particular example if 

a mother is in labor, I can tell you exactly what 

would happen, the infant would be delivered. The 

infant would be kept comfortable. The infant would 

be resuscitated if that’s what the mother and the 

family desired, and then a discussion would ensue 

between the physicians and the mother.” 

After an outcry over Gov. Northam’s remarks, 

Senator Ben Sasse (R-NE) asked for the Born-Alive 

Abortion Survivors Protection Act to be approved. 

The Sasse bill would require medical practitioners 

caring for infants born alive after botched 

abortions to “exercise the same degree of 

professional skill and care to protect the newborn 

as would be offered to any other child alive at the 

same gestational age.” It also “requires that the 

living child, after appropriate care has been given, 

be immediately transported and admitted to a 

hospital. Currently federal law does not adequately 

protect a born child who survives an abortion.” 

(Such children include Gianna Jessen who survived 

a saline abortion and, today, speaks for children 

born and unborn.) 

Senate Democrats have blocked this anti-

infanticide bill. Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-CA) says 

the bill is “just the latest attack in the decades-

long Republican effort to eliminate a woman’s right 

to control her own body.” House Republicans 

introduced their version of the Born Alive bill, but it 

has been blocked by Democrats as well. Rep. Ann 

Wagnor (R-MO) has re-introduced the Born-Alive 

Abortion Survivors Protection Act for House 

consideration. (Source: The Washington Times 2-4-19 

and LifeNews.) 

What can we do? Call or write those who 

represent you in Washington, asking: Are you 

defending babies or defending infanticide? 

Please pray for a nation that protects human life 

before and after abortion… in Jesus’ name. 

The Collision of Worldviews 

On the night before His death for the sins of the 

world, the Son of God, Jesus Christ, petitioned His 

heavenly Father on behalf of all who put their faith 

in Him, saying: “I do not ask that You take them 

out of the world, but that You keep them from the 

evil one. They are not of the world, just as I am 

not of the world. Sanctify them with the truth; 

Your word is truth” (John 17:15-17). Two distinct 

worldviews—the Word of God and the ideologies of 

man—are in direct opposition. Mindful of this, the 

Othismos Declaration, written by a LCMS pastor, 

signals not a collision but a readiness for it. This 

Declaration bespeaks a collegial willingness among 

clergy, laity, and citizens, first, to secure the fields 

of religious liberty, traditional marriage, life, and 

natural law; and second, if required, to press 

against those seeking to impose systems of 

governance that would suppress the Christian 

conscience.  

What can we do? Please read the Othismos 

Declaration at https://othismos.org. Use it as a 

springboard for discussion in Bible class, in the 

home, and with Christian neighbors. 

Please pray for pastors who preach God’s Word of 

truth, and physicians, attorneys, teachers, 

counselors, and businessmen who practice biblical 

ethics and morality… in Jesus’ name. 

https://othismos.org/
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