
From the Pastor’s Desk
The Fear of Death and the Promise of the Resurrection

Dear fellow children of the Promise:

Basketball tournaments, schools, and other large public events have been cancelled due to 
COVID-19 fears. As I write this letter to you, even church services where more than ten gather 
have been prohibited by the Governor of the State of Iowa. One thing I have been asking my-
self is, “Why?” Why this kind of reaction for this kind of an infectious disease? There have been 
outbreaks in recent decades that did not elicit quite the same response. No doubt there are 
medical reasons for this, as well as cultural and political. I am certainly not going to discount 
the very real threat that such a virus poses to those who are already in poor health or to the 
elderly. Our elected officials have a responsibility to protect human life and to enact measures 
that will lessen the spread of disease. But the theologian in me cannot help but look at the big-
ger picture. What does our nation’s reaction to a pandemic reveal about our spiritual health? 

If there is one thing that the national response to this virus outbreak has shown us, it is that 
there is a real and palpable fear of death and suffering in our society. Certainly, there has 
always been a fear of death, but by all appearances it seems to be much greater today than it 
was even a few years ago. Why might this be? Might it have something to do with the gradual 
disintegration of faith and hope for a life beyond death that we have witnessed in recent gen-
erations of Americans? As more and more of our population forgets God and the faith of many 
Christians grows from lukewarm to cold, it is only natural that people would cherish this life 
above all else and seek to preserve it at all costs. In short, it’s no wonder that a nasty virus like 
COVID-19 would send the world into full panic mode.
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on your merits but on the perfect life and obedi-
ent suffering and death of Jesus, who gives it to 
us all by grace. You can also invite them to come 
with you to worship where they will certainly hear 
this same message of hope and forgiveness and 
eternal life from your pastor and in the Church’s 
liturgy. You need not be embarrassed or ashamed 
to speak of these things to others. Maybe they will 
think you are a lunatic or a fool. So be it. What 
do the Scriptures say? “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to 

everyone who believes” (Romans 
1:16). 

Indeed, of what do we have to be 
ashamed? We know the way of sal-
vation. We know the real reason for 
sickness, disease, pain, sorrow, suf-
fering, and death. And more impor-
tantly, we know the cure! We have 
in holy Baptism the true washing 
away of our spiritual leprosy called 
sin. And in the Lord’s holy body and 
precious blood, we have the true 

medicine of immortality! We know that Christianity 
is not just a 12-step program for having your “best 
life now.” It is the guarantee of a better life in 
Christ for eternity. No coronavirus, flu, pestilence, 
or plague can take that away from us. 

No danger, thirst, or hunger, 
No pain or poverty, 

No earthly tyrant’s anger 
Shall ever vanquish me. 

Though earth should break asunder, 
My fortress You shall be; 

No fire or sword or thunder 
Shall sever You from me

(LSB 724:8). 

As the Church throughout the world prepares to 
celebrate the Festival of our Lord’s Resurrection 
this month, it is our joy to hear and proclaim the 
consoling truth that death is defeated, the Devil’s 
kingdom has been reduced to rubble, and our 
Champion, Jesus Christ, now makes His home with 
us, together with the Father and the Holy Spirit. 
We joyfully confess that the Holy Spirit will “raise 
up me and all the dead and give to me and all be-
lievers everlasting life. This is most certainly true!” 
(Small Catechism, Apostles’ Creed, 3rd Article). 
In the meantime, let us pray for our brothers and 
sisters throughout the world who are undergoing 
suffering and persecution, and let us care for one 
another here at home. 

Yours in our Crucified and Risen Lord,
Pastor Beisel
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While we cherish this life as a gift from God, times 
like this make us painfully aware of the fleeting na-
ture of life in this world. For the unbeliever, this life is 
all there is. There is no resurrection, no hope beyond 
the grave. Why wouldn’t they hold onto this life with 
every ounce of their being? As those who know the 
love of Christ and his promises, however, we view 
death and suffering much differently. To use the 
words of one hymn, “For me to live is Jesus, To die 
is gain for me; So when my Savior pleases, I meet 
death willingly” (LSB 742:1). I am not suggesting 
that Christians should have a flip-
pant or careless attitude toward life, 
but unlike the rest of the unbeliev-
ing world, we “meet death willingly.” 
Why? Because we know that death is 
not the end!

When we are confronted with death 
we do not retreat in fear and dread. 
We do not wring our hands in de-
spair or worry ourselves sick about 
it. Whether we are young or old, our 
attitude is the same: “Laugh to scorn 
the gloomy grave And at death no longer tremble; 
He, the Lord, who came to save Will at last His own 
assemble. They will go their Lord to meet, Treading 
death beneath their feet” (LSB 741:7). This is the 
proper Christian approach to death, since we believe 
that Christ our Lord has conquered sin and death 
through his own death and resurrection. And since 
we are baptized into Him and our sins are covered by 
His redeeming mercy, we can pray, “Teach me to live 
that I may dread the grave as little as my bed. Teach 
me to die that so I may Rise glorious at the awefull 
day” (LSB 883:3). 

Sadly, our unbelieving friends and neighbors do not 
have this perspective. They do not know the com-
fort and consolation of the resurrection and the life 
everlasting. So, at times like this we have a unique 
opportunity to share this message of hope in Christ 
with them. Perhaps the Lord will use the current 
crisis to lead people to repentance and faith and 
enlarge His Church. Jesus told His disciples to let 
their light shine before men, “that they may see 
your good works and glorify your Father who is in 
heaven.” So, too, with us. When others see us react 
calmly and even cheerfully in the face of suffering 
and death, they may be led to ask us why we are not 
panicking. This is why St. Peter says that we should 
always be prepared “to make a defense to anyone 
who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in 
you” (1 Peter 3:15). 

What reason might we give? What might we say 
to the friend or co-worker who asks us why we do 
not fear death or the grave? You can begin by tell-
ing them that you believe that you will live forever 
with Jesus. And your confidence in this is not based 



   Perpetua wrote the story of her own suffering when 
she was in jail. Second-century Christian author Tertul-
lian preserved the account. 
   She was a young wife and mother, 22-years old, her 
only child still nursing. She came from a wealthy and 
noble family in Carthage. She believed in Jesus at a 
time when the Roman emperor forbade conversion to 
Christianity. She enrolled, with one of her brothers, as a 
catechumen even in a time of persecution.
   She was arrested leaving church and thrown into a 
dungeon. Her father came to her, urging her to 
renounce her faith.
   Perpetua pointed to a pitcher of water. “Do you see 
that pitcher?” “Yes.” “Can you call it anything but a 
pitcher?” “No.” “So can I call myself naught other than 
that which I am, a Christian.”
   In this first imprisonment, she had a dream of a thin 
bronze ladder that extended up into heaven. All along 
the ladder were instruments of death, and coiled around 
the bottom was a massive serpent. Perpetua stepped on 
the head of the serpent and then climbed up the ladder 
to a garden.
   Perpetua’s father came to her in prison, weeping and 
begging her to renounce her faith. “Have pity on us,” 
he said. “Think of your mother and brother and sister.” 
Perpetua said, “God’s will be done.”
   Perpetua was brought to trial. The proconsul was 
named Hilarian. As she was in line, she heard the others 
before her confessing Christ. As she stood before the 
judge, her father came to her with her infant son in his 
arms. He said with tears, “Perform the sacrifice! Have 
mercy on your child!” Even Hilarian said, “Spare your 
father’s gray hair. Spare the infant. Make the sacrifice to 
Caesar.”
   Perpetua said, “I am a Christian.”
   Hilarian sentenced those who confessed to being 
Christian to be killed by beasts. He sent them back to 
prison. “We joyfully went,” Perpetua wrote.
   The night before they were to be given to the beasts 
Perpetua had another dream. She was a gladiator fight-
ing with a great Egyptian. She triumphed over him, 
stomping his head with her feet. When she awoke, she 
wrote, “I understand that I should fight, not with beasts 
but against the devil; but I knew that mine was the 
victory.”
   Perpetua was to be destroyed by a mad cow. She was 
gored. Her clothes were torn. “Stand fast in the faith,” 
she said to those suffering with her, “and love you all 
one another, and be not offended because of our 
passion.”
   The impatient crowd demanded death for the 
Christians. Perpetua and the others were lined up and, 
one by one, put to death by the sword.
   Perpetua: Martyr. Hero. We’ll meet in the 
resurrection.
              Excerpted from A Martyr’s Faith in a Faithless World 
                                                 by Bryan Wolfmueller, 38-39

Perpetua: Martyr. Hero.
AD 203 Carthage

sunday school
news

As most of you know, we will not be 
having Sunday school until further notice. 
I encourage you to have daily devotions 
in the home, read God’s Word with your 
children, and let them see your faith in the 
midst of challenging times. 

You are the most important teachers of 
God’s Word to your children. Whether we 
have Sunday school or not, it is the paren-
tal duty and privilege to educate children 
in the Christian faith. I am sure many of 
you have children’s Bibles that you have 
been using together as a family with your 
little ones.  

In addition to reading and discussing Bible 
verses and Bible stories as a family,  you 
can also make use of the many books in 
our church library! These books are yours 
to check out and are available whenever 
the church is open. You can mark down 
which books you borrow and return them 
so that another family might make use of 
them.

If we are back to regular Sunday school by 
April 12th, then there will be an  
Easter Egg hunt after the breakfast at 
8:15 followed by a combined Sunday 
school for Pre-k -7th.

The opening and Sunday school lesson for 
Easter will be in the double room past the 
Sunday school office.

In Christ,
Margaret Wosepka
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Dwight Rogers 
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to the finish line with jesus
   Consider this. If the goal that God has for 
us is to die in the faith, then the goal the devil 
has in mind for us is to put our faith to death. 
The devil does not want us to believe and 
trust in God. He does not want us to have the 
promise of the forgiveness of sins. He does 
not want us to attain the 
resurrection of the dead and eternal life. He 
does not rest in his attempts to overthrow us.

   One of the devil’s tactics is to provide alternative heroes. Life, success, peace, 
comfort, fame, whatever--the devil’s heroes win a different fight. They finish a dif-
ferent race. They carry their accomplishment in this world as victory. The Christian 
heros carry the cross.
   This only makes sense.
   Our true and ultimate hero, our champion and chief contender, is Jesus. Jesus, 
who died. Jesus, who took upon Himself flesh and blood so that He could die (He-
brews 2:14-15). Jesus, the immortal God who bound Himself to our sin, our shame, 
even our death to save us.
   We have a God who bleeds. We have a God who suffers. We have a God who was 
hated by the world. We have a God who had a tomb. We have Jesus, who says with 
His dying breath, “It is finished” (John 19:30). 
   “It is finished.” 
   There is so much in that little sermon of Jesus. There are so many things that are 
finished.
   The world of salvation, which He came to accomplish: finished.
   The sacrifice, the substitutionary atonement for the sins of humanity: finished.
   The war between heaven and earth: finished.
   The mad and endless attempts for us to win our own salvation: finished.
   The way from death to life for sinners: finished.
   The anguish of the cross, the suffering of God’s wrath in our place: finished.
   The earthly work and life of Jesus: finished.
   The death of Jesus is everything for us. It is our hope and life. It is our doctrine. 
It is our preaching. And it is even our example. Jesus shows us our finish line.
   A lot of things can be accomplished in this life--a lot of things to do and see, to 
say and build, a lot of delight and suffering. But when it is all over and our last hour 
comes, only one thing matters: faith when dying.
   Jesus says, “If anyone would come after Me, let him deny himself and take up his 
cross and follow Me” (Matthew 16:24). Faith is following Jesus through death to life. 
But first through death.
   This, I think, is why Christians have always considered the martyrs to be heroes. 
The martyrs are those who died for their faith. They endured all sorts of terrible 
afflictions and abuse because they confessed Christ. They preached with their lives, 
their lips, and their blood. In the lives and deaths of the martyrs, we see the devil’s 
rage on full display, and we see that his rage comes to nothing--that he is impotent 
and overcome by the blood of the Lamb and the word of testimony of those who did 
not love their lives unto death (Revelation 12:11).
   The martyrs remind us that there is nothing that the devil can do to us. The 
martyrs remind us that death is nothing to fear. The martyrs preach to us the victory 
of the death of Jesus. The martyrs show us how to die. The martyrs encourage us as 
we are finishing our race; they are cheering for us and reminding us what--or better, 
who--is at the finish line waiting for us. Jesus stands, waiting for us.

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which 
clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that 
is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter 
of our faith (HEBREWS 12:1-2).

Taken from  
A Martyr’s Faith 

in a Faithless World
by Bryan

Wolfmueller. 
St. Louis: CPH, 

2019; 16-17.
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please continue to set aside 
clothing, household items, 

decor, and more for 
immanuel’s tentatively  
planned rummage sale.
all proceeds will go to
the camp io-dis-e-ca 
scholarship fund.

thank you from the 
board of evangelism

   Imagine yourself 
running a race. 
It’s a marathon, or 
longer, one of those races that goes 
on and on . . . it seems like you are nowhere close to 
the finish line. Every time you climb over a little hill, 
all you see are more hills, more track, more running.
   . . . But then you hear a sound, faint, in the dis-
tance--people cheering. And as you come along, you 
see the stadium . . . you see the faces of the people 
in the stands . . . and they see you. Their faces light 
up when they recognize you, and they cheer even 
louder.
   This is the picture given to use in Hebrews 12. 
“Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of wit-
nesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin 
which clings so closely, and let us run with endur-
ance the race that is set before us.”
   You turn the corner into the stadium and there, in 
the front row, are your grandparents, cheering you 
on. Your parents, the friends and family who have 
died before you. They are yelling, encouraging, “You 
can make it.”
   Suddenly, your legs are not so heavy.
   You see next to them others whom you recognize. 
There is Martin Luther, Martin Chemnitz, the crowd 
of faithful reformers, and they are cheering for you 
as well, “Stay strong!” they say. “You are almost to 
the end.” You begin to forget your pain, your hunger, 
and your thirst.
   Further along in the stadium are the Church Fa-
thers, the martyrs, the apostles. There is Peter. 
“Christ also suffered,” he says. “Run with joy.” There 
is Paul. “Keep the faith,” he yells to you. There are 
Thomas and Matthew and James and John, all push-
ing you on. You begin to run faster.
   You see Jeremiah and Isaiah, comforting you, and 
it seems as if you feet have grown wings. There is 
King David. “Don’t grow weary!” There is Joshua. 
“Be strong and courageous!” he shouts. There are 
Moses and Aaron, Joseph and Judah, Abraham and 
Sarah, and Noah with his family, and Abel, and Adam 
and Eve. “We made it. We finished. You can too!” 
Can you imagine it?
   There are the heroes, those who have finished the 
race, who kept the faith. The great cloud of finishers.
   You are running with purpose now [and] there, 
standing at the end, is Jesus. His arms are stretched 
out. He is waiting for you. You see the scars in His 
hands. His eyes are fixed on you. 
   “. . . Looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter 
of our faith, who for the joy that was set before 
Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is 
seated at the right hand of the throne of God.”

Excerpted from A Martyr’s Faith in a Faithless World 
by Bryan Wolfmueller, 198-199.

The Race Set 
Before Us

resources for home use

https://blogs.lcms.org/2020/resource-
helps-congregations-plan-for-widespread-

illnesses/

Hymns of Faith & other music from  
CPH on YouTube

https://thewordendures.org/

Lutheran Service Book

Watch and listen, pray and sing along! 
Kramer Chapel at Concordia Theological 

Seminary -- www.ctsfw.edu

Evening & Morning:  
The Music of Lutheran Daily Prayer

https://youtu.be/obc1xA0E7us

Also, see Immanuel’s website 
“Media & Resource” page

A scared world needs  
a fearless Church.

 
A.W. Tozer
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 5 Scott Patton
 7 Sam Off
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LWML  
Assignments
Altar: Mary Jacobson,  
Sandi Ites, Linda Bartlett
Flowers: Mary Jacobson
Coffee: Floris Beisel

Rebekah Circle &
Joy Circle 
will contact respective  
members to determine  
whether they will meet  
or not.
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I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have 
kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this 

day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. 
For into your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. 

Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. AMEN.

Lord Jesus, stay with us, for the evening is at hand and the day is past. 
Be our constant companion on the way, kindle our hearts, and awaken hope  

among us, that we may recognize You as You are revealed in the Scriptures and in 
the breaking of the bread. Grant this for Your name’s sake. AMEN.

Visit our dwellings, O Lord, and in Your great mercy defend us from all perils and 
dangers of this night; for the love of Your only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. AMEN.

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have 
graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I 
have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend 

myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, 
that the evil foe may have no power over me. AMEN.

Morning Prayer

Evening Prayers


