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“You are the salt of the earth . . . You are the light of the 

world” (Mt. 5:13-16).  One way to be salty and let our light 

shine is by being good citizens on earth. Our vocation as 

citizens of both the secular kingdom and God’s kingdom 

gives us the responsibility to proclaim God’s Word and care 

for our neighbors.  We are called to engage the “public 

square” with our message of Christ’s mercy for all.  Please 

pray for God’s will to be done… in Jesus’ name.   

Darwinian Thought & the Culture: 

What We Can Do to Counter It 

John West is vice president of Discovery Institute 

based in Seattle. This think tank is best known for 

its research and advocacy for intelligent design. In 

his book Darwin Day in America, West examines 

how Charles Darwin’s idea influences culture 

today. What follows are West’s answers to 

questions from an interview published in WORLD 

magazine. 

WHERE HAS DARIWINAN THOUGHT HAD THE 

MOST INFLUENCE ON SOCIETY TODAY? Darwin’s 

theory wasn’t just about change over time—it was 

that we’re part of an accidental process. So Darwin 

has been the greatest gift to people who would like 

to deny that God exists. But it’s gone way beyond 

that: We’ve seen Darwinism used to devalue 

human life, because Darwin thought humans are 

basically animals.  

HOW HAS DARWINIAN THOUGHT INFLUENCED 

THE SEXUAL REVOLUTION? In his book The 

Descent of Man, Darwin argues the original form of 

human mating was not monogamy, but community 

marriage—lots of different sexual partners. Darwin 

himself favored monogamy as in 19th-century 

Victorian England, but his overall claim was that 

appropriate mating practice was determined by 

whatever survival needs you had. So it would 

radically change over time. Darwin influenced 

many of the people who made these arguments 

more widely in what became known as the sexual 

revolution. No. 1 is Alfred Kinsey. Most people 

don’t know he was trained as an evolutionary 

biologist. Only later did he look at animal and 

human sexuality and become the father of the 

sexual revolution. 

WHAT ABOUT CRIME AND PUNISHMENT? 

Darwinian thought was reductionist: It tried to 

reduce everything about us—our moral beliefs, our 

actions—to the product of blind matter in motion. 

It’s not something we can be held accountable for, 

because our environment dictates it. Today we say 

our genes made me do it. There was a whole 

school of criminal anthropology that followed 

Darwin and went in two directions. One, the liberal 

form of criminal justice, says we’re not responsible 

for our actions, so you have a “Get out of jail free” 

card. The other, on the law-and-order side, says if 

this behavior is bred into criminals, then you have 

to either get rid of them—execute them—or cure 

them through things ranging from lobotomies to 

indefinite detention. 

WHAT ABOUT IDEAS OF RACIAL SUPERIORITY? 

Darwin believed in virulent scientific racism. He 

believed everything about humans ultimately could 

be explained by natural selection, or survival of the 

fittest. And since it acts differently in populations 

according to different environments, Darwin said 

we shouldn’t expect natural selection to produce 

races of equivalent capabilities. He provided a 

scientific agenda, a research agenda for several 

decades of evolutional biologists and 

anthropologists who looked for how the races were 

inherently unequal. Mercifully, that is not the 

mainstream scientific view today. Why? Because 

the civil rights movement and many religious 

leaders like Martin Luther King Jr. pushed back, 

making Darwin’s view unfashionable based on 

Christian convictions. (Excerpts from WORLD, 

September 28, 2019)  

What can we do? West suggests that the No. 1 

thing Christians can do is to be responsible for 

those in our own circles of influence. It’s not about 

people listening to us on YouTube or Facebook; 

rather, it is about paying attention to our own kids. 

Even in evangelical circles, parents too easily farm 

out the raising of their kids. We shouldn’t cede 

parental responsibility to schools—public or 

Christian. Most certainly we cannot cede it to the 

internet, social media, or video games. When 

parents feel ill-equipped, there are many 

organizations and groups with biblically grounded 
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resources to assist in talking to kids. Engage 

children in discussion around the dinner table. 

(Editor’s Note: Recommended resources include 

www.Axis.org/parent-guides and 

www.canavox.com/dear-katy.)  

Please pray that parents raise children to resist 

the deception of the world… in Jesus’ name. 

Hope for the Washed and Waiting 

From a young age, Wesley Hill has experienced the 

tension of same-sex attraction. But, because he 

chooses to trust the Word of God and cling to his 

Baptism, he endeavors to live as a child and heir of 

God’s Kingdom. His book, Washed and Waiting, 

challenges us all to live a life that is radically out of 

step with the prevailing norms and customs of an 

unbelieving culture. 

 “On the surface,” writes Wesley Hill, “the Bible 

and the church’s demand for gay people not to act 

on their desires can seem old-fashioned, life 

taking, oppressive. But could it be that if I place 

that demand into the larger story, then perhaps—

just perhaps—it won’t seem as irrational, harsh, 

and unattainable as it otherwise might?” The 

“Christian story of what God did for the world in 

Christ” helps the “rules” for a life of chastity—

whether single, same-sex attracted, or married—

"make sense.” The Christian story of what God has 

done for us in Christ becomes the framework of 

our own lives and choices.   

Resisting same-sex attraction (or any other sin 

against God) begins to make sense for us when we 

look at the bigger picture of God’s Story and our 

lives as characters in that Story whose purpose is 

to glorify Him. “The message of what God has 

done through Christ reminds me that all Christians, 

whatever their sexual orientation, to one degree or 

another experience the same frustration I do as 

God challenges … and transforms all of our natural 

desires and affections.” 

Hill has made the difficult and extremely 

frustrating decision to say “no” to his same-sex 

attraction. “In the end, what keeps me on the path 

I’ve chosen is not so much individual proof texts 

from Scripture or the sheer weight of the church’s 

traditional teaching against gay sex. Instead, it is, 

I think, those texts and traditions and teachings as 

I see them from within the true story of what God 

has done in Jesus Christ—and the whole 

perspective on life and the world (Excerpts from 

Washed and Waiting by Wesley Hill, assistant professor of 

biblical studies at Trinity School for Ministry, Ambridge, 

PA.) 

What can we do? Remember that “one of the 

most striking things about the New Testament’s 

teaching on homosexuality is that, right on the 

heels of the passages that condemn homosexual 

activity, there are, without exception, resounding 

affirmations of God’s extravagant mercy and 

redemption. God condemns same-sex sexual acts 

and amazingly, profligately, at great cost to 

himself, lavishes his love on homosexual persons. 

Read 1 Corinthians 6:9-11; 1 Timothy 1:8-11, 15; 

Romans 1:18-32 and 3:23-24.  

Please pray as people who trust God’s design and 

purpose for male, female, and marriage, confident 

that His mercies are new every morning… in Jesus’ 

name. 

Death: Not a Solution to Alzheimer’s 

The latest Oregon physician-assisted suicide report 

shows that 79.2 percent of those people dying by 

assisted suicide were age 65 or older and that the 

most reported concerns were “loss of autonomy” 

and “burden on family/caregivers.” Nancy Valko, a 

registered nurse and spokesperson for the National 

Association of Prolife Nurses, has a professional 

and personal interest in Alzheimer’s disease. She 

took care of her mother with Alzheimer’s until her 

natural death. As a nurse, she believes taking care 

of people with Alzheimer’s is very rewarding. 

“…[Such] patients can be difficult at times, but I 

found that there is usually a funny, sweet person 

inside there who must be cared for with patience 

and sensitivity.” (www.nancyvalko.com/2019/08)  

 

What can we do? Valko says we might be 

tempted to test for biomarkers to determine if we’ll 

be at risk for Alzheimer’s. But, instead of trying to 

predict our future, we can spend our time living 

the days given to us and helping others do the 

same.  

Please pray for faithfulness… in Jesus’ name. 

http://www.axis.org/parent-guides
http://www.canavox.com/dear-katy
http://www.nancyvalko.com/2019/08
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