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“You are the salt of the earth . . . You are the light of the 

world” (Mt. 5:13-16).  One way to be salty and let our light 

shine is by being good citizens on earth. Our vocation as 

citizens of both the secular kingdom and God’s kingdom 

gives us the responsibility to proclaim God’s Word and care 

for our neighbors.  We are called to engage the “public 

square” with our message of Christ’s mercy for all.  Please 

pray for God’s will to be done… in Jesus’ name.   

When Is It Right to Disobey? 

When civil government orders Christian citizens 

and churches to go against God’s Word, is it right 

for us to disobey? Cedar Park Church in 

Washington state was recently ordered to provide 

an insurance plan that covers abortions. In 

essence, the state demands that churches adopt 

the moral stance that abortion and childbirth are 

equally good and acceptable. Cedar Park Church 

partners with a local pregnancy center and foster 

care providers. Abortion is antithetical to 

everything the congregation teaches, so they have 

filed a lawsuit through Alliance Defending Freedom 

because they cannot obey the state. (Source: “Don’t 

force my church to pay for abortions,” by Pastor Jay 

Smith, World Net Daily 7-10-21.) 

In his book Politics According to the Bible, Wayne 

Grudem explains that there is “clear affirmation of 

the principle that God requires His people to 

disobey the civil government if obedience would 

mean directly disobeying God.” He writes, “After 

Jesus had commanded the early apostles to preach 

the Gospel (Matt. 28:19-20), the Jewish governing 

authority, the Sanhedrin, arrested some of them 

and commanded them ‘not to speak or teach at all 

in the name of Jesus’ (Acts 4:18). But the apostles 

Peter and John answered, ‘We cannot but speak of 

what we have seen and heard’ (v. 20), and later 

Peter proclaimed, ‘We must obey God rather than 

men’ (5:29).” 

Other passages, says Grudem, “also establish this. 

In Daniel 3:13-27, King Nebuchadnezzar 

commanded three Jewish men—Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego—to bow down and 

worship a golden statue that he had erected. But 

they refused and said, ‘We will not serve your gods 

or worship the golden image that you have set up’ 

(v. 18). God showed His approval of their actions 

by rescuing them from the burning fiery furnace 

(vv. 19-30).” 

Grudem continues, “When Pharoah commanded 

the Egyptian midwives to put newborn Hebrew 

baby boys to death, they disobeyed, and God 

approved of their disobedience (see Ex. 1:17, 21). 

When it was against the law for anyone to come 

into the presence of King Ahasurerus without being 

invited, Esther disobeyed the law and risked her 

own life to save her people, the Jews (see Esther 

4:16). Daniel, likewise, disobeyed a law that 

prohibited him from praying to God (see Dan. 

6:10). In addition, when Herod the king had 

commanded the wise men to return and tell him 

where the newborn king of the Jews was to be 

found, they were warned by an angel not to obey 

this command, so they disobeyed King Herod and 

‘departed to their own country by another way’ 

(see Matt. 2:8, 12).” 

Grudem offers this for us to consider. “According to 

Greg Forster, a scholar with expertise in the 

history of governmental theory, one common 

argument among Christian writers was that a 

tyrannical ‘government’ is ‘not really a government 

at all but a criminal gang masquerading as a 

government and is therefore not entitled to the 

obedience that governments (properly so called) 

can claim.” Another argument was that ‘the 

principle of the rule of law . . . implies the right to 

rebellion.’” (Excerpted from Politics According to the 

Bible: A Comprehensive Resource for Understanding 

Modern Political Issues in Light of Scripture by Wayne 

Grudem; Zondervan, 2010; 88-89.) 

What can we do? Suggest that your congregation 

become a member of Alliance Defending Freedom 

(see their church alliance membership) in case you 

need the defense of their attorneys. Know what 

the Free Exercise clause of the First Amendment 

means for your congregation. Strive to understand 

political issues in light of Scripture. Know what it 

means to “obey God rather than man.”   

Please pray for Christians who “cannot but speak 

of what we have seen and heard”… in Jesus’ name. 
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Government Should Protect Human Liberty  

“God is pleased when governments protect basic 

human liberties,” writes Wayne Grudem, “and 

thereby allow people much freedom to decide how 

to use their time and their resources . . . . Such 

liberty in any nation will lead to incredible diversity 

of choices in schooling, occupations, friendships 

and associations, religious beliefs, charitable 

activities, use of money, use of time, recreation 

activities, music, art, and thousands of other 

things. Freedom in a society allows people to . . . 

devote their free time to caring for other family 

members or members of the community, or . . . 

doing volunteer work at a hospital or a school, or 

pouring time into starting and growing a new 

business, or pursuing . . . other worthwhile 

activities. A government that maximizes human 

freedom (while still punishing evildoers) will often 

find that its citizens do an amazing amount of good 

for others and for the world.” 

The “authors of the Declaration of Independence 

understood the importance of liberty, for they 

affirmed at the outset not only that ‘all men are 

created equal’ but also ‘that they are endowed by 

their Creator with certain unalienable rights, that 

among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of 

happiness.’” The Word of God inspired the 

Emancipation Proclamation of 1863 so that the 

wrongful denial of human liberty would stop. 

(Excerpted from Politics According to the Bible by Wayne 

Grudem, 92-93.) 

What can we do? Keep a home copy of the U.S. 

Constitution and Bill of Rights. Study it. Write 

letters to the editor and your representatives and 

senators. Point to the basic freedoms protected in 

the U.S. Constitution which are freedom of religion, 

speech, press, assembly, and petition of the 

government. Understand why the Second, Fourth, 

and Fifth Amendments are vital to liberty. Know 

the meaning of the Thirteenth Amendment. Resist 

totalitarian governments that control all aspects of 

life—family, health, education, business, practice 

of faith—as in several Muslim and Communist 

countries because they “are contrary to the Bible’s 

emphasis on the high value of human liberty.”   

Please pray that in this hour we see opportunity 

to personally defend the United States as a 

Constitutional Republic… in Jesus’ name. 

Government Cannot Save People or 

Fundamentally Change Human Hearts 

There are “tasks that government cannot do,” 

writes Wayne Grudem, “tasks that God has 

entrusted to the church and to the Holy Spirit 

working through the Bible, which is the Word of 

God.  

 

The civil government—even a very good one—

cannot save people from their sins, for that can 

come about only through personal faith in Jesus 

Christ. “For by grace you have been saved through 

faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift 

of God, not the result of works, so that no one may 

boast’ (Eph. 2:8-9). It is only God who can 

promise, ‘I will give you a new heart, and a new 

spirit I will put within you’ (Ezek. 36:26). It is God 

who can say, ‘I will put my laws into their minds, 

and write them on their hearts, and I will be their 

God, and they shall be my people’ (Heb. 8:10).” It 

is for this reason that “Christians should never put 

their ultimate hope in any government for 

changing human hearts or making a nation of 

sinful people into a nation of holy and righteous 

people before God. That is the work of God alone 

and it is carried out through the church as it 

proclaims the Gospel of Jesus Christ and as people 

personally put their trust in Christ and find that ‘If 

anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old 

has passed away; behold, the new has come’ (2 

Cor. 5:17.” (Excerpted from Politics According to the 

Bible by Wayne Grudem, 96-97.) 

 

What can we do? If we want to influence 

government, we must remember that “inwardly 

transformed people are needed if we are ever 

going to see a transformed society.” We must 

remember that the Supreme Court could overturn 

Roe v. Wade and pass defense of marriage laws, 

but that won’t stop people from having abortions 

or committing homosexual sin. We can be citizens 

of moral conviction and conduct who mentor 

children by example. We can live as if we believe 

we are God’s people and that Jesus Christ is the 

primary need of every society.  

 

Please pray “for all who are in high positions” so 

that we “may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly 

and dignified in every way” (1 Tim. 2:2) … in 

Jesus’ name. 



  Human Care & Public Square Issues – July 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 


