
  Human Care & Public Square Issues – March 2019 

 

 

 

 

“You are the salt of the earth . . . You are the light of the 

world” (Mt. 5:13-16).  One way to be salty and let our light 

shine is by being good citizens on earth. Our vocation as 

citizens of both the secular kingdom and God’s kingdom 

gives us the responsibility to proclaim God’s Word and care 

for our neighbors.  We are called to engage the “public 

square” with our message of Christ’s mercy for all.  Please 

pray for God’s will to be done… in Jesus’ name.   

Chilling Moment in American History 

The United States Senate has failed to muster 

enough votes to protect the lives of children born 

alive after an attempted abortion. This, writes 

Albert Mohler, is “one of the most important events 

in recent American political history … [I]t is 

simultaneously tragic and telling.” Forty-four U.S. 

senators voted against a bill banning infanticide. 

“This is a chilling moment in American history,” 

Mohler says. “The bill would have required health-

care providers to ‘exercise the same degree of 

professional skill, care, and diligence to preserve 

the life and health of the child’ as he or she would 

to ‘any other child born alive at the same 

gestational age.’” 

Nebraska Senator Ben Sasse, the author and main 

sponsor of the legislation, said, “I want to ask each 

and every one of my colleagues whether or not 

we’re okay with infanticide. It is too blunt for many 

people in this body, but frankly, that is what we’re 

talking about here today … Are we a country that 

protects babies that are live, born outside the 

womb after having survived a botched abortion?”  

Speaking up on behalf of babies that survive 

abortion are Gianna Jessen, Melissa Ohden, Claire 

Culwell, and Josiah Presley. All four survived the 

botched abortions of their mothers. Ohden, the 

founder of the Abortion Survivors Network, 

survived a saline abortion when her mother was 

seven months pregnant with her. She says, “This is 

a human rights issue. Without the right to life, 

there is no other right that comes.” 

Recognizing little difference between abortion and 

infanticide, Presley asks, “If abortion is legal in the 

first trimester and the second trimester, then the 

next step is, why not the third trimester? Why not 

right after they’re born?”  

Culwell’s young mother went through an abortion 

when she was five months pregnant. It was 

believed the abortion was successful, but later the 

doctors discovered that her mother had been 

pregnant with twins and Culwell survived.  

 

Culwell says, “We just hope that … people can see 

our faces and see that we are people.” She wants 

everyone to know that medical technology and 

science proves that she was a human person in her 

mother’s womb. “What were my rights in the 

womb? Where were my rights as a woman?” 

(Sources: “The Age of Infanticide” by R. Albert Mohler, 

Jr., and “These Abortion Survivors are Horrified About 

Bills to Legalize Abortions Up to Birth,” LifeNews)  

What can we do?  We can be like the parents 

who adopted Josiah Presley. “What caused them to 

adopt me [and nine of my siblings] is the Gospel.” 

As God has said, “…I will be a father to you, and 

you shall be sons and daughters to me” (2 Cor. 

6:18). Meet other abortion survivors by visiting 

www.liveaction.org/news/meet-four-abortion-

survivors-whose-names-you-may-not-know. As a 

family, talk about the development of human life in 

the womb. As a congregation or school, order a set 

of fetal models. Visit www.lutheransforlife.org for 

resources and educational information. 

Please pray that the people of God help turn 

hearts toward God’s gift of life … in Jesus’ name. 

No Rights Under Vermont Law  

In the wake of New York’s radical abortion 

expansion, Vermont may soon enact a law that 

would have zero limitations on the abortion as to 

time, reason, fetal viability, or method. The bill H-

0057 reads: a) “Every individual has the 

fundamental right to choose or refuse 

contraception or sterilization; b) Every individual 

who becomes pregnant has the fundamental right 
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to choose to carry a pregnancy to term, give birth 

to a child, or to have an abortion.” Wesley Smith, 

Senior Fellow at the Discovery Institute, explains 

that according to H-0067, “a healthy, viable baby 

could be killed at 8 months, thirty days gestation … 

the abortion could be delayed or done in a manner 

to permit organ harvesting … a fetus whose brain 

was sufficiently developed to experience pain could 

be torn slowly apart in the womb in the most 

agonizing manner.” The bill would also “allow sex-

selection abortion and, if it were ever possible to 

determine, termination to prevent a gay baby from 

being born.”  

And what, Smith asks, are we to make of this 

provision: c) “A fertilized egg, embryo, or fetus 

shall not have independent rights under Vermont 

law”? At the very least, Smith writes, “it would 

fully authorize the horrible fetal-part selling 

practices in which Planned Parenthood was caught 

engaging (the videos about which have now been 

validated by a federal court). It could also permit 

odious practices beyond abortion, for example 

creating a free space for germ-line genetic 

engineering, as recently done in China. And what 

would prevent fetuses from being maintained in an 

artificial womb for purposes of experimentation—

since they would have no rights, recognized human 

dignity, or legal status?” (Source: National Review, 

January 24, 2019)   

What can we do? In 1968, experimentation “on a 

26-week aborted fetus kept alive for five hours 

which received the Foundation Prize Award from 

the American Association of Obstetrics and 

Gynecology.” As Christians, we must be alert to 

the fact that Satan has no love for the new life that 

God creates. But Jesus says, “Let the little children 

come to Me and do not hinder them.” 

Please pray for a nation that protects human life 

before and after abortion… in Jesus’ name. 

There Is No Third Gender 

Jamie Shupe wrote a column in The New York 

Times about his status as a transgender woman. 

Then, a year later in 2016, he decided to become 

non-binary. “I decided I was neither male nor 

female, but non-binary—and made headlines after 

an Oregon judge agreed to let me identify as a 

third sex, not male or female. Now I want to live 

again as the man that I am. I’m one of the lucky 

ones. Despite participating in medical 

transgenderism for six years, my body is still 

intact. Most people who desist from transgender 

identities after gender changes can’t say the same. 

[However], my psyche is eternally scarred, and 

I’ve got a host of health issues from the grand 

medical experiment.” 

Shupe’s case helped lead Oregon to become the 

first state with a non-binary “X” option on birth 

certificates. Eleven states, Shupe says, followed in 

recognizing a non-binary status. But “two fake 

gender identities couldn’t hide the truth of my 

biological reality. There is no third gender or third 

sex. Like me, intersex people are either male or 

female. Their condition is the result of a disorder of 

sexual development, and they need help and 

compassion.” In retrospect, Shupe writes, it was 

too easy to become transgender. The medical 

profession simply went along with his desires. 

“After convincing myself that I was a woman 

during a severe mental health crisis,” Shupe 

visited a nurse practitioner in 2013 and asked for a 

hormone prescription. “If you don’t give me the 

drugs, I’ll buy them off the internet,” he 

threatened. Although she’d never met him before, 

“the nurse phoned in a prescription … the very 

same day.” Shupe believes his attraction to a 

transgendered life was born from a childhood of 

sexual and physical abuse. He also battles PTSD, 

having served in the military for 18 years. “I 

should have been stopped, but out-of-control, 

transgender activism had made the nurse 

practitioner too scared to say ‘no’ [to me] … only 

one therapist tried to stop me from crawling into 

this smoking rabbit hole. When she did, I not only 

fired her, I filed a formal complaint against her. 

‘She’s a gatekeeper,’ the trans community said.” 

Shupe acknowledges his “part in pushing forward 

this grand illusion.” He writes, “I’m not the victim 

here. My wife, daughter, and the American 

taxpayers are.” (Source: Michael Foust, 

www.ChristianHeadlines.com, 3-12-19) 

What can we do? Trust God’s Word for male and 

female. Live as citizens of God’s kingdom and 

engage others with Christ’s mercy. 

Please pray for freedom from deception. Amen. 
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