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“You are the salt of the earth . . . You are the light of the 

world” (Mt. 5:13-16).  One way to be salty and let our light 

shine is by being good citizens on earth. Our vocation as 

citizens of both the secular kingdom and God’s kingdom 

gives us the responsibility to proclaim God’s Word and care 

for our neighbors.  We are called to engage the “public 

square” with our message of Christ’s mercy for all.  Please 

pray for God’s will to be done… in Jesus’ name.   

Persecution of the Christian, 

The Apple of God’s Eye 

The world despises Christians. Communists, for 

example, see Christians as annoying and 

troublesome because they are a people of hope. 

Martin Luther wrote that Christians are “a wonder 

to behold in view of God’s immanence in them and 

His rule over them.” 

 

Luther continued, “Everyone, therefore, really 

ought to stand in awe of them and honor them, 

since they form God’s holy dwelling place. For the 

word ‘saints’ refers to a holy place and dwelling 

here. The holy Christians make up the holy 

dwelling place of God in the New Testament, where 

God is no longer confined to cities and buildings as 

He was in the Old Testament. These Christians are 

sanctified far more perfectly than Solomon’s 

temple, sanctified with the Holy Spirit Himself, and 

anointed with the living oil of God’s grace. 

Whoever touches them also touches the apple of 

God’s eye (Zechariah 2:8). This assurance is given 

us to console and fortify us in the days of 

persecution. Whatever persecution is visited upon 

us, whom they despise, is really inflicted on God, 

who will deal terribly with them. . . . Nobody is 

strong in his own might; no one has the strength 

for successful resistance to evil. It is God alone 

who vouchsafes power and strength to all, namely, 

to all who are powerful and strong, so that He 

alone is blessed and He alone is God. That is the 

meaning of ‘Blessed be God!’ Or, as St. Paul says 

(2 Corinthians 10:17): ‘Let him who boasts, boast 

of the Lord!’ Amen.” (Source: Treasury of Daily Prayer, 

711-712.)  

What can we do? Think about the body of a 

Christian as God’s holy dwelling place. Dialogue 

with others, asking: What impact does this have 

on what we put into our body or what we do with 

our body? Read Zechariah 2:8. Learn about 

doctors and nurses who, because of their Christian 

faith and specific training, are unwilling to receive 

the Covid-19 vaccine and, therefore, are prepared 

to lose their job when they do not comply. If you 

believe that your body is “a temple of the Holy 

Spirit” and that “you are not your own, but bought 

with a price” (1 Corinthians 6:20); and if you have 

evaluated the risk-benefit ratio of the Covid 

vaccines and, therefore, desire not to accept a 

vaccine mandated by the government, you may 

contact the Liberty Council, Alliance Defending 

Freedom, or Rutherford Institute for good counsel. 

Read “Just laws should protect everyone from 

medical mandates” by Rev. Jonathan Lange at 

https://onlyhuman-jl.blogspot.com (September 3, 

2021) or read it on the Christian Citizenship 

Facebook Group page (September 3, 2021).   

Please pray to see yourself and other Christians 

as the “apple of God’s eye”… in Jesus name. 

A Proper Resistance to Tyranny  

In his book, The Doctrine of the Lesser 

Magistrates, Matthew J. Trewhella begins by 

quoting Aldous Huxley: “A really efficient 

totalitarian state would be one in which the all-

powerful executive of political bosses and their 

army of managers control a population of slaves 

who do not have to be coerced, because they love 

their servitude.” (From Brave New World by Huxley.) 

Americans, writes Trewhella, have “unknowingly . . 

. accepted the role of Huxley’s servant-minded 

people for decades. This is due in part to the fact 

that people love comfort and tend to avoid conflict. 

However, the other part of the equation is that 

people have lost the yardstick by which they 

should measure the limits of government. As a 

consequence, we in American have become a 

slave-like people with the Federal government 

acting more as a Master, than as a Servant 

providing justice for the people.” Trewhella 

observes, “When you go to Washington, D.C., 

today you cannot help but notice that it has 

become like a fortress. The heavily fortified nature 

https://onlyhuman-jl.blogspot.com/
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of the place reminds one of what Plato said to the 

tyrant Dionysius when he saw him on the streets 

of Sicily surrounded by his many bodyguards — 

‘What harm have you done that you should need to 

have so many guards?’” 

He continues, “In a very real sense, one is right to 

say our Federal government has harmed the 

American people. Review the current Federal laws, 

policies, and bureaucracies, and you cannot help 

but see that it has caused much harm to the 

institutions and traditions of our people. It is as if, 

over the course of time, we have been attacked 

and plundered. In the past, “pulpits in our nation 

instructed the people in the purpose, functions, 

and limitations of the State. . . . Clergymen 

understood and taught their congregations that 

God’ Word addressed all matters of life, including 

the matters of civil government. . . . When a 

citizenry’s view of the State is theologically-driven, 

the State can no longer get away with doing 

whatever just tickles its fancy. This is because an 

informed citizenry, one which recognizes 

transcendent law, is vigilant, and will not tolerate 

abuse or tyranny.” (Excerpted from the Introduction to 

The Doctrine of the Lesser Magistrates: A Proper 

Resistance to Tyranny and a Repudiation of Unlimited 

Obedience to Civil Government by Matthew J. Trewhella, 

pastor of Mercy Seat Christian Church in Wisconsin.)  

What can we do? “Do not become slaves of men” 

(1 Corinthians 7:23). Resist human nature that 

tempts us to be ruled and “cared for,” rather than 

taking on the responsibility of a Christian citizen 

and holding liberty in high regard. Resist human 

nature that tempts us to endure “a long train of 

abuses and usurpations.” Do a study on the 

doctrine of the lesser magistrates which is rooted 

in Scripture and found throughout the history of 

mankind. Read Trewhella’s book and, while we still 

have opportunity, learn the best means to rein in a 

higher authority that has spurned its limitations.  

Please pray to resist tyranny and a fearful 

nature… in Jesus’ name. 

The Duty of Citizens 

We are not called to obey government at all times 

and in every circumstance. The first biblical 

example is Acts 5:26-40. In this reading, you will 

hear Peter say, “We ought to obey God rather than 

men.” Peter and the other disciples refused to obey 

their government leaders because those leaders 

told them to stop preaching about Jesus. They 

refused the government mandate. Gamaliel, a 

lesser magistrate, intervened on their behalf when 

the government officials suggested executing 

them. The second biblical example is Romans 

13:1-7. This reading does not tell us we owe 

unlimited obedience to government but defines 

government as that God-established entity for 

“doing good” and “punishing evil.” “Good” is not 

what is considered good in the eyes of sinful men, 

but what is truly good as God defines “good.” 

The doctrine of the lesser magistrate teaches that 

everyone from governors and legislatures to 

citizens have a duty to oppose government that 

has inverted its divine-given function. In addition 

to Acts and Romans, Scripture offers more 

examples: Jewish midwives disobeyed Pharoah’s 

command to kill the baby boys born to the Jews; 

Daniel disobeyed by praying three times a day with 

his windows open so his disobedience could be 

seen before he was thrown into the lion’s den; 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego refused to 

follow Nebuchadnezzar’s laws about worship and 

were thrown into the fiery furnace; and Paul 

avoided government officials by jumping out a 

window. 

What can we do? Consider abortion, same-sex 

“marriage,” mandates regarding same-sex 

bathrooms and locker rooms, pressure on doctors 

to mutilate young bodies through transgender 

surgery, and the government movement toward 

socialism/communism. Ask: Do these things 

promote good and punish evil, or promote evil and 

punish good? Consider mask mandates, mandated 

church closures, and vaccine passports. We should 

ask: Is this only about health, or something else? 

We can research the physical and psychological 

harm of masks to children and learn why 

physicians, immunologists, virologists, and mRNA 

scientists who caution against the Covid vaccines 

are being censored. Discuss the quote of C.S. 

Lewis: “Of all tyrannies, a tyranny sincerely 

exercised for the good of its victims may be the 

most oppressive. . . . Those who torment us for 

our own good will torment us without end for they 

do so with the approval of their own conscience.” 

Please pray for courage to speak truth and expose 

evil… in Jesus’ name. 
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