
REDEEMING THE TIME

Dear saints who await the coming of our Lord in glory:

Lately I’ve been doing some reading and thinking about how to make the best use of time. I 
would like to use my time more wisely. Not procrastinate or put things off until later. Be more 
productive. You know the drill. This is something I have pursued for many years and have had 
moments of success along the way. Mostly, though, it has been a struggle. And I know I’m not 
alone in this. 

I mention this simply because time is one of those things that humans are always trying to 
master. Admittedly, this is more of a problem in western culture. Because our lives are driven 
by schedules, appointments, and calendars. Time is a little bit more fluid in places like Africa. 
When I taught in South Sudan, class sometimes began on time, sometimes not. There didn’t 
seem to be a huge concern with being “on time.” This also holds true for African church servic-
es. I have heard of services going on in an African church for hours. Sermons could be any-
where from 45 minutes to an hour. 

In his Epistle to the Romans, St. Paul speaks about time. “Besides this, you know the time, that 
the hour has come for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when 
we first believed.” The time to repent, to be reconciled to God, to say no to the desires of your 
flesh, to put on your baptismal garment of Christ’s righteousness, and to bask in the riches of 
God’s grace in Jesus Christ is not tomorrow, not on your deathbed, but now. Christ is coming 
soon. He came once to save us from sin; He comes presently in His means of grace; and He 
is coming again to judge. Suppose he comes while you are taking some “time off” from your 
Christian faith. Suppose He comes while you are in a state of impenitence and hardness of 

heart against Him. Do you think he will say, “You know, you’ve lived a pretty 
good life up till now, so I will not look upon your present impenitence and 
unbelief”? Not likely. “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved. Who-
ever does not believe will be condemned.” 

So how does one redeem the time? Many Christians want to do something 
to deepen their knowledge of Christ or to set aside time for devotions, but 
they do not know how. Or, they get overwhelmed by the sheer multitude of 
resources and methods available to them and cannot decide on what works 
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ful flesh continues to produce unholy desires and 
desires lead to behaviors and those behaviors, if 
they are rewarded and repeated, become habitual. 
The devil is also constantly hounding us and lead-
ing us into temptation. 

But there is also a biological element to it. Our 
brains are created by God to learn from repetition. 
They are even created with the ability to make 
those neural short cuts for the behaviors that lead 
to some kind of pleasure or reward. We naturally 
do the thing that is easiest and avoid the thing 
that is hardest. If sin were not in the picture, then 
the brains God has given us would only serve us 
for our good. But because we are corrupted by 
sin, the thing that is there to serve us for our good 
now also works against us. Knowing something 
about the way our brains function, along with 
understanding our sinful nature, we can learn how 
to recognize bad habits when they are beginning 
to form and take pains to stop them before they 
become engrained. 

One way to redeem the time, to make it serve us 
for our good, is to make those bad habits that we 
don’t want to do unattractive, invisible, difficult, 
and unsatisfying. Don’t reward them! And it is 
important to remember that we are not without 
spiritual power or devoid of reason. God has given 
us both. His Spirit dwells in us through faith. His 
Word is nourishment for our souls. And He has 
promised to hear our prayers and to help us. We 
have very good reasons to take pains in these 
ways. For one thing, Christ has redeemed us from 
sin and death through the shedding of His blood. 
But we know from God’s Word that the “hour has 
come” for us to wake from sleep. We want to be 
prepared and ready for when our Lord comes 
again to take us to our heavenly home. 

I encourage you to take pains for the sake of 
staying awake. Consider those areas of your life 
and your faith that you would like to cultivate and 
improve. And make a plan for yourself. Whether it 
is getting into the habit of reading the Bible more, 
or praying, or coming to Church, or helping your 
neighbor, or breaking free from the sins that en-
slave you, there is hope!
                           In Christ, Pastor Beisel
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for them (this has often described me). A lot of it is 
about establishing good habits and starting small. 
One of the books that I have recently enjoyed is 
called Atomic Habits: An Easy & Proven Way to Build 
Good Habits and Break Bad Ones by author James 
Clear. In summary, Clear suggests that a person 
should make the habits you want to cultivate 1. 
Obvious; 2. Attractive; 3. Easy; 4. Satisfying. Mean-
while, you want to try to make your bad habits 1. 
Invisible; 2. Unattractive; 3. Hard; 4. Unsatisfying. 
He calls these the Four Laws of Behavior Change. 
“Always looking for the next way to get 1 percent 
better.” Thus, Atomic habits. 

Applying this to your Christian life, instead of try-
ing to make sweeping changes in your habits, start 
small. Make it easy. Don’t try to read three chap-
ters of the Bible every day. Start with reading one 
chapter, or even a small section of a chapter. But do 
it every day until it becomes automatic, so that it 
becomes something that you don’t have to decide 
on, like our daily routines of showering, brushing 
teeth, shaving, eating, and so on. If you don’t have 
a regular habit of attending the Divine Service, begin 
by coming once a month, at the very least. Clear 
also suggests that we should make it obvious. Can 
you set your Bible in an obvious place where you 
cannot miss it? Make it satisfying. To do this, you 
might consider pairing the habit of reading the Bible 
with something else you enjoy, like having a cup of 
coffee, or sitting in your favorite spot. If you have a 
hard time motivating yourself or your family to go to 
church and Bible class, how can you make it more 
attractive and satisfying? Can you connect it to an-
other habit? 

The same is true on the other side of things. Bad 
habits are easily formed and often difficult to break. 
Many people complain that scrolling Facebook or 
watching Instagram videos eats up a lot of their 
time. They would like to get out of the habit, but 
they find it very difficult. The reason for this is that 
the more frequently we do something and connect 
that behavior to some kind of reward, our brains 
form neural pathways that make it more automatic 
for us. This is one of the reasons that addictions 
can be very difficult to break, even for those who 
sincerely want to break free from them. There is, of 
course, a spiritual element to these things. The sin-
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SCENIC MANOR: 
Dorothy Barhite, 
LaVelle Richmann

HERITAGE: 
Muriel Muessigmann, 
Audrey Fleener

AT HOME IN 
IOWA FALLS: 
Gary & Sharon Groff

OUT OF TOWN: 
Margaret Fuhrman, c/o The Woodmoore, 
1200 W. Russell Ave. Apt 131, Bonham, TX., 
75418 

pray for our homebound  
& shut-in members

resources for home use

The Defense Never Rests 
by Craig A. Parton, a trial lawyer 

who became Lutheran 

The Large Catechism 
Concordia Publishing House

The Doctrine of the Lesser Magistrates 
by Matthew J. Trewhella

Hallmarks of Lutheran Identity 
by Alvin J. Schmidt

Will They Stand? 
Parenting Kids in the Face of Giants 

by Ken Ham 

Issuesetc.org 
Todd Wilken interviews those in the  

know about current events that  
affect the Church.

Irreversible Damage: The Transgender Craze  
Seducing Our Daughters 

by Abigail Shrier

Association of American  
Physicians & Surgeons (AAPS.org)

LifeNews.com

Agenda Weekly.com (Curtis Bowers) 
Keeping Christians alert.

A scared world needs  
a fearless Church.  A.W. Tozer

The culture is changing. Threats to 
religious freedom are increasing. Should 
the time come when Immanuel needs to 
protect the religious liberty of our pastor 
and members, Immanuel Lutheran Church 
is a member of  Alliance Defending  
Freedom (ADF). ADF and their Church  
Alliance team provide legal counsel in order 
to help protect our right to operate, teach, 
and minister according to biblical princi-
ples--without fear of unjust government 
intervention. To learn more, please visit 
www.adflegal.org 

Sunday School
Can you believe it? We have begun the season of 
Advent! And this means the children are practicing 
for the Christmas Eve Service.

The title of this year’s Service is Symbols of a  
Savior. Our practice times are scheduled for: 

 
9:00 - 11:00 a.m.  

on Saturday, December 11 and 
Saturday, December 18 

 
8:45 - 9:45 a.m. 

on Sunday, December 12 and 
Sunday, December 19

The Sunday practices are not just singing, but full 
practices which do require attendance. There will 
be a devotion at the beginning of each Sunday 
practice. 
 
Children’s speaking parts will be handed out during 
Sunday School on December 5. Would you as 
parents please make sure that they bring their 
parts to each practice? Thank you!

Jo-Ann Barhite will be leading the Children’s 
Christmas Eve Service which will be at 5:00 p.m. 
on December 24. I will be at all of the practices, 
but will be out of town with family over Christmas.

                               Margaret Wosepka 
                                        Superintendent 
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Nothing can ruin Christmas. Not sticks, not 
stones, not broken bones. Not lies or false 
names, nor cruel words, nor even divorce. Not 
war. Not hunger. Not drunkenness, nor ne-
glect. Not old grudges. Not fresh wounds. Not 
bad news from doctors, teachers, or the stock 
market. None of that. And if none of that, then 
certainly not dry turkey or boring presents or 
disgruntled children and boorish guests.

Nothing can ruin Christmas. Not even death. 
For death has lost its sting, the grave its 
victory. Death has been put to rest in the 
manger. It dares not rear its fallen head. For 
if the ox and the donkey know 
their master, how much more 
does death know who has caused 
its demise? Christmas cannot be 
ruined anymore than God can 
be ruined or the birth in Bethle-
hem undone. The Word became 
flesh. That is a fact that endures. 
Christmas is not over. It does not 
end. We have a Savior, and this 
fallen realm is not our home.

God as a man, God as a baby, 
has laid Himself into the manger 
to make Himself food for men 
made beasts by inwardness and 
selfish lust. He is the bread of 
life. He gives Himself to palates 
dulled by evil words, to men 
already drunk who don’t ap-
preciate Him. Their failures and 
wickedness will not stop Him. He 
will do what He was sent to do 
despite our greedy sins. He will 
make men His.

He enters into our house of death. His light 
shines and drives off the darkness. Sins dis-
solve like cobwebs before the sun, like fog 
melting away on a hot August day. God loves 
you. He gives Himself to men that men might 
then give themselves to Him and that, in that 
exchange, men would be whole, free and clean 
and full of praise, zealous for good works and 

service to neighbors.

He has redeemed us. He has rescued us out of 
death, out of gloom and despair. And though 
we still mourn, though we still weep and know 
some touch of anger and frustration, we do 
not mourn as those who have no hope. We 
know the truth: the Word became flesh. We’ve 
seen the light on sacred page and heard it in 
sacred song. We’ve felt the watery hand of 
God and His name is upon us. We are His.

The Word became flesh. Our frail flesh will 
soon leave behind the corruption of this 

present age and be like the angels 
in heaven--holy, alive and good, 
full of pious mirth--because the 
word became flesh and now flesh 
endures. God as man was laid to 
rest once in a manger. So also was 
He laid into a borrowed tomb. But 
no more. He is not a baby and He 
is not dead. That flesh sits at the 
right hand of the Father. That flesh 
does not rot or turn to dust. That 
flesh endures. And that flesh 
ushers in all believers, pointing to 
the blessed, enduring marks on 
His hands and feet and side, 
advocating, mediating, shepherd-
ing men through death and into 
life, out of dust and into endur-
ance. The Word became flesh and 
the Word endures forever. Thus 
corruptible becomes incorruptible 
and the mortals become immortal, 
and we are saved.

This will abide. It will last. No one can snatch 
the Word made flesh from us. Long after the 
glitter and schmaltz and the crowds at the 
mall are gone, the word they still shall let 
remain. They may not care for it. They may 
hate it. But it matters not, for it is the Word 
that none can deny nor mistake. He endures 
forever.

He is that blessed Word that came from God 

Nothing
can ruin christmas
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to save our race. He is that blessed Word that 
created all that is, that blessed Word which 
was sent from God to speak us back into fel-
lowship with Him. He is not done. He endures 
and so shall we and so too will our festivities.

The last word has not yet been said. The 
waters of Holy Baptism still wash over His 
people. The Word of grace still comes from His 
ministers and absolves the penitents who seek 
His grace. His Word still calls bread and wine 
to be flesh for food of life, and that flesh--once 
laid into a manger and nailed to a cross, made 
alive out of death again--is still laid upon the 
tongues of men and makes them temples of 
the Holy Spirit. His Word does what it was 
sent to do. He calls us back. He speaks us 
clean. He forgives our sins and gives us faith 
and gives us enternity.

He cannot be stopped. Still, He is not done. 
The Word is cast, the Word made flesh, and 
enters into the hearts of men by way of the 
ear and the mouth and the skin and declares 
them good. He gives us 
Himself and joins Himself 
to men, that they might be 
joined to Him. He brings 
them by the Spirit to the 
Father, as a bride immacu-
late and pure, purchased 
and won with the blood of 
God’s flesh out of the Vir-
gin’s womb. This is a mar-
riage that lasts forever.

Did His own receive Him 
not? Was there no room 
for Him in the inn? It does 
not stop Him. He still loves 
men. He took our flesh. He redeemed our 
race from this awful, dying place. He has laid 
Himself not only into a manger surrounded by 
dung in the cold winter air but also onto the 
rough wood of a cross surrounded by liars and 
cheats, thieves and terrorists. He has loved us 
to the very end. No price was too great, not 
even the life of His Son made man. That love, 
that willing sacrifice, endures and lasts.

There, in Jesus Christ, we behold His glory, 
grace upon grace. He loves us and gives 
His gifts to us, not because we’ve deserved 
them or earned them or can return the favor 
but because of his love and His gifts and His 

very essential character of love. He bestows 
His grace upon His grace, for the sake of His 
grace--grace for grace, gift for gift, love for 
love so that our cups overflow. His light shines 
from the cross at the back of the empty tomb, 
and men are born anew. God is with us, is 
for us, has given Himself to us. Death has no 
claim. We belong, by grace, to God forever. 
He is begotten of the Father from eternity, but 
at the time of Caesar Augustus He began as a 
man, as one of us, our great Emmanuel in the 
flesh.

Nothing can ruin or stop that. It does not 
run out. The devil already tried. He could not 
overcome the light. Grace and truth have 
come through Jesus Christ, and you are here 
because Jesus Himself has declared it to you. 
Here is joy that no one, no thing, can snatch 
away, which will not fade after time, which 
cannot be contained in a mere twelve days. 
Here is joy in the midst of sadness, life in the 
midst of death, hope in the midst of despair. 
Here, in Jesus Christ, is God in the midst of 

men: the word become 
flesh.

Our flesh, after His 
flesh, will receive His re-
ward in due time. In the 
meantime, we wait and 
we are at peace. So I 
am sorry if your Christ-
mas didn’t shape up 
the way you planned or 
expected or dreamed. I 
am sorry if it seems as 
though it whizzed past 
and you’re still sad or 
lonely. But that doesn’t 

change the facts. The Word became flesh. We 
have a Savior. Find solace and comfort here. 
For the Word made flesh is the only stable 
thing; the only thing that does not age, with-
er, and die; the only thing that does not disap-
point in all of creation. And nothing can ruin 
that. Therefore nothing can ruin Christmas. 
The Word become flesh. We have a Savior. 
Thanks be to God.
                        In Jesus’ name. Amen.

From Rev. David H. Petersen’s book of  
Advent, Christmas and Epiphany Sermons entitled  

God With Us, copyright 2014 Emmanuel Press.



 1 Gene Ritland 
 2 Eli Doering
 3 Carolyn Eness
 4 Steve Barhite
 Mary Jacobson 
11 Janelle Bartz
 Jack Thomas
17 Stacey Harding
19 Miles Wieting
24 Carol Banner
15 Tessa Thomas
27 Emma Kloetzer
 Allie Off
 Nathan Van Hove
29 Olivia Nelson
31 Art Hubbard

LWML  
Assignments
Altar: Sharon Henson
Flowers: Kelsey Barhite
Coffee: Christy Brinkley

Rebekah Circle
No December meeting
 
Joy Circle 
No December meeting

  9 Scott & Angela 
 Neely
12 Tom & Sheryl  
 Roberts 
15 Rick & Kathy
 Silvest
19 Tim & Teresa
 Windelow
27 Eugene & Margaret
 Ritland
29 Levi & Michelle 
 Thomas

 
GREETERS 

 5 Lyman & Donna Olsen
12 Dave & Nicki Smith
19 Gary & Lori Pommrehn
26 Steve & Jo-Ann Barhite

Welcomers
Steve & Sandi Ites 

Mary Jacobson

VIDEOTAPERS 

  5 Steve Barhite 
12 Scott Wosepka
19 Jon Bartlett
26 Paul Bartlett

VIDEO SHOWING

 5 Lance Barhite
12 Gordon Lubbers
19 Earl Fey
26 Dennis Neubauer

happy
anniversary!

happy 
birthday!

VIRTUAL ORGAN
 

Blake Pieper
Martin Beisel 
Ethan Bartlett

ACOLYTES

1, 5    Collyn Hofmeister 
8, 12   Kyler Patton 
15, 19 Theo Beisel 
22, 25 Jack Wieting 
26      Will Hofmeister 
31       Collin Pieper  

ELDER: Paul Bartlett

ALTAR ASSISTANTS

  5 AnnEllen Hofmeister 
12 Sydney Holland
19 Abbie Harding
25 Emma Kloetzer
26 Allie Off
31 Ava Pieper

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace 
among those with whom He is pleased!

christ the savior is born!
jesus christ came to us!  

the eternal word 
made flesh so we could 

be restored. 

A l l e l u i a
A l l e l u i a

A l le l u i a


